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this  photograph  taken  in  1965. 

The  Semaphore  is  a  publication  of  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  for  its  members.  Articles,  except  for  the  summa¬ 
ry  of  Board  of  Directors'  Motions,  do  not  necessarily 


reflect  the  official  position  of  the  Association  or  its 
Officers,  but  are  the  opinions  of  the  writers  of  the 
individual  signed  articles.  The  Association  can  take 
no  responsibility  for  their  content.  This  membership 
publication  is  not  to  be  reprinted  or  disseminated 
without  written  permission. 


Issue  Number  142  Winter  1997  •  Page  No  3 


EDITOR'S  DESK 


This  issue's  Planning  and  Zoning 
Committee  report  exemplifies  the  responsibili¬ 
ties  and  standards  taken  on  by  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  when  our  organization  formed  almost 
fifty  years  ago.  Legislation  enacted  to  protect 
our  own  and  other  neighborhoods  means  noth¬ 
ing  to  some  developers  and  property  owners, 
who  see  the  current  political  climate  as  a  now- 
or-never  chance  to  bring  inappropriate  projects 
to  city  bodies  with  the  hope  that  laws  will  be 
ignored  and,  by  establishing  precedents, 
undone.  THD  intends  to  outlive  the  climate  by 
challenging  incidents  one  by  one.  There's  no 
other  way,  according  to  so  many  members  who 
are  working  on  issues  that  would  be  lost  with¬ 
out  our  traditional  wholehearted  involvement. 


Unexpectedly,  the  problem  of  defining  proce¬ 
dures  fair  to  both  property  owners  and  tenants  has 
hit  home.  Sheila  Black  reports  that  longtime 
Dwellers  and  former  Board  members  Pat 
Lorentzen  and  Kitty  Donnelly  have  been  served 
with  30-day  eviction  notices  after  30  years  and  16 
years  respectively  in  their  Green  Street  apart¬ 
ments.  New  owners  of  the  6-unit  building  intend 
to  move  family  members  into  both  units.  Please 
call  Pat  at  781-0456  or  Kitty  at  986-0472  with 
information  about  relevant  legal  procedures  and 
tenants/senior  citizen  rights.  Call  immediately 
with  leads  that  could  secure  reasonably  priced  new 
residences  for  them  in  the  neighborhood.  Pat  and 
Kitty  have  both  done  an  enormous  job  for  THD 
over  many  years.  Now,  we  need  to  help  them. 


TRIA 

LOUIS  J.  SILCOX 

Freebairn-Smith  &  Crane 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 

TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLER 
SINCE  1975 

Specialist  in  Telegraph  &  Russian  Hill  Properties 

1699  Van  Ness  Avenue 
.San  Franciscom,  CA  94109 
(415)474-1750 

Res:(415)  788-2008  Fax:(415)  771-1264 

Rod  Freebairn-Smith 

Janet  Crane 
(415)  398  4094 

Issue  Number  142  Winter  1997  •  Page  No  4 


SHOW  NEIGHBORHOOD 
SUPPORT 


ESPRESSO  CAPPUCCINO  VINO  PANINI 


423  Columbus  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 

Hanna  &  Sandy  Suleiman  415-397-6261 


NORTH  BEACH  PIZZA,  INC. 

1499  Grant  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  California  94133 


(415)  433-2509  (415)  433-1818  Fax  (415)  433-7217 


L-X 


0. 


Matteo  Ciuffreda 
781-1063 

•zR  ■  iattcueai  &  do. 

■  INOt  1  *04 
MAMUfAOTURINS 

FINE  JEWELRY 
450  COLUMBUS  AVE. 


jfis 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA  &  SONS 

Custom  Upholstering  &  Window  Furnishings 


Frank  R.  Pisciotta 

Trade  Consultant 


“Old  World  Craftmanship”  since  1934 

2060  Stockton  •  San  Francisco  •  (415)  781-6277 


"★  ★  ★"  Michael  Bauer 
San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Reslauranl 
Dinner  -  lues-  Sal.  -  5:30  - 10:00 
2  3  3  0  Taylor  St  &  Columbus 
Telephone  5  6  3  -  6  2  6  6 
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PRESIDENT'S  LETTER 


The  charter  of  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  has  been  tested  severely 
these  past  few  months  as  we  have 
supported  and  defended  all  we 
hold  dear:  The  preservation  of 
the  basic  character,  building  scale 
and  open  space  of  the  Hill.  So 
many  Dwellers  have  come  forth 
recently  to  be  counted  in  our 
opposition  to  proposed  projects 
which  do  not  conform  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Historic  District  Ordinance.  In 
response  to  a  special  mailing,  70 
members  appeared  at  the  October 
15  meeting  of  the  Architectural 
Review  Committee  of  the 
Landmarks  Advisory  Board, 
many  of  whom  spoke  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  22-30  Alta  Street  pro¬ 
ject.  Testimony  had  to  be  contin¬ 
ued  to  November  5  because  all 
who  wished  to  speak  could  not  be 
accommodated  at  one  meeting. 
On  the  5th  when  the  full 
Landmarks  Board  met,  the  devel¬ 
opers  were  advised  to  return  to 
the  drawing  board.  After  the 
meeting,  one  board  member  told 
us  no  other  group  had  ever  pre¬ 
pared  such  an  extensive,  well- 
researched  presentation.  Even 
though  we  may  be  faced  with 
another  set  of  plans  for  Alta 
Street  in  the  future,  all  those 
involved  will  be  poised  and  ready 
to  do  battle  again  for  our  cher¬ 
ished  Grace  Marchant  Garden. 

Media  have  been  providing 
excellent  coverage  of  THD 
issues.  Articles  and  photos 
appeared  in  the  San  Francisco 
Examiner,  San  Francisco 


Chronicle,  The  Independent,  and 
BAY-TV  interviewed  Aaron 
Peskin  about  the  Rite  Aid  project. 
To  read  these  articles  and  find 
up-to-the-minute  information 
about  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
activities,  access  our  website  at 
http://www.overmire.com/thd. 
Webmaster  Peter  Overmire  has 
built  an  incredible  site  and  is 
happy  to  accept  new  and  updated 
material.  We  continue  our  efforts 
to  oppose  the  Rite  Aid  project  and 
1  hope  the  proponents  will  have 
abandoned  their  plans  before  the 
next  Semaphore  is  published  next 
March. 

Some  of  you  may  wonder 
what  the  President  of  THD  does 
besides  facilitating  monthly 
board  meetings  and  general  mem¬ 
bership  meetings.  Since  the  last 
issue,  I  have  attended  meetings 
with  Mayor  Brown,  MUNI's 
Emilio  Cruz,  Pagoda/Milano 
owner  Sam  Ng,  Supervisor 
Leland  Yee,  the  Presidents  of 
North  Beach  Neighbors  and 
Russian  Hill  Neighbors,  Jim 
Guida  of  the  soon-to-open 
Pensione  d’Assisi  at  Vallejo  and 
Grant,  Tel-Hi  Neighborhood 
Center  Board  of  Directors 
(twice).  Parking  and  Traffic  czar 
Bill  Maher  (three  times).  Pioneer 
Park  Project  (three  times)  indi¬ 
vidual  THD  members  with  spe¬ 
cific  issues  or  problems. 
Landmarks  Board  (three  times). 
Board  of  Appeals,  and  various 
THD  committee  meetings. 
Additionally,  I  have  attended  our 
cocktail  party  at  La  Bodega,  our 


Author's  Party 
at  Enrico's,  a 
North  Beach 
Neighbors 
cocktail  party  at 
the  San  Remo, 
and  a  Russian 
Hill  Neighbors 
block  party.  There  are  usually  10 
or  more  phone  calls  daily  regard¬ 
ing  Dwellers'  business.  Just  as  in 
private  industry,  we  are  trying  to 
reduce  expenses  and  maximize 
income  which  involves  such 
activities  as  contacting  insurance 
brokers  and  carriers  to  request 
quotes  in  an  effort  to  reduce  a 
$3200  expenditure  for  our  two 
insurance  policies.  In  our  next 
Semaphore,  I'll  discuss  our  bud¬ 
get  in  more  detail.  Members 
should  know  where  their  dues 
money  goes.  You  will  be  sur¬ 
prised. 

At  press  time,  I  received  a 
date  from  Mayor  Brown’s  office 
for  a  Town  Hall  Meeting  with 
three  closely  aligned  neighbor¬ 
hood  organizations  in  the  city's 
northeast  quadrant.  The  10  AM 
Saturday  meeting  will  take  place 
at  SS.  Peter  &  Paul  Parish  Center 
on  February  28th.  Y'all  come. 

So  what  do  I  do  in  my  spare 
time?  I  still  manage  to  hold  a  job 
which  often  exceeds  a  5-day 
week  and  eight  hours  a  day.  I 
attend  symphony  concerts  and 
Forty  Niner  games,  cheer  at  my 
granddaughters'  soccer  games 
and  tend  to  other  volunteer  activ¬ 
ities.  Is  it  worth  it?  Emphatically, 
yes!  ■ 


The  President, 

Gerry  Crowley 
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THD  BOARD  RESOLUTIONS 


August  12,  1997 

The  Board  restated  and  revoted  a  Resolution  approved 
June  10,  1997,  and  reported  in  the  Fall  issue  of  the 
Semaphore.  Unanimous  approval  was  voted  for  the 
Resolution  that  now  reads  as  follows: 

After  reviewing  plans  dated  May  28  for  a  proposed 
3-unit  condominium  project  at  22-30  Alta  Street,  the 
Board  determined  that  it  does  not  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  San  Francisco's  Planning  Code  and,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  provisions  of  the  Telegraph  Hill  Historic 
District  Ordinance  (Article  10).  The  Board's  primary 
concerns  are  that  the  mass  and  scale  of  the  proposed 
structure  are  incompatible  with  adjacent  and  nearby 
contributory  buildings  within  the  historic  district,  that 
this  structure  would  significantly  impact  the  historic 
Grace  Marchant  Garden  by  shading  its  plants  and 
impairing  public  views,  and  that  the  safety  issues  of 
the  project  have  not  been  satisfactorily  investigated. 

The  Board  approved  a  motion  directing  its  Executive 
Committee  to  manage  THD's  participation  in  d  coop¬ 


erative  neighborhood  argument  opposing  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  Central  Freeway  for  publication  in  the 
Voter's  Handbook. 

September  9,  1997 

The  Board  discussed  and  approved  motions  to: 

Link  two  websites:  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  with 
North  Beach  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Oppose  the  application  for  a  conditional  use  permit  for 
a  Rite  Aid/Payless  chain  drugstore  at  1731-1741 
Powell  Street,  the  old  Pagoda  Theatre/Milano  Galleria 
building,  as  it  is  not  in  concert  with,  and  deleterious  to 
the  neighborhood.  THD  will  express  its  position 
through  letters,  presentations  and  meetings  as  appro¬ 
priate. 

October  14,  1997 

No  motions  proposed  for  approval  during  the  meeting. 


SOCIAL  NEWS 


By  Billie  Atlas  and  Terry  Bertrand 

A  decidedly  literary  aura  prevailed  at 
THD's  October  26  Authors  Party  at 
Enrico's  on  Broadway.  It  was  a  balmy 
Sunday  afternoon  and  the  last  day  of 
the  World  Series.  Undeterred  by  those 
distractions, 
local  book 
lovers,  includ¬ 
ing  THDers, 
Russian  Hill 
and  North 
Beach  friends, 
passers-by  and 
others  who  had 
seen  announce¬ 
ments  in  the 
North  Beach 
branch  library 
and  in  coffee 
houses,  gath¬ 


ered  to  celebrate  our 
neighborhood's  liter¬ 
ary  tradition.  A  fine  time  was  had  by 
all,  especially  the  writers  who  mingled 
freely,  made  friends  with  one  another 
and  guests;  each  autographed  books 
with  a  flourish.  Participating  writers 
included  Lawrence  Ferlinghetti,  Herb 
Gold,  Morton  Beebe,  Neeli 
Cherkovski,  Ruth  Heller,  David  Hunt 
(pseudonum  of  William  Bayer),  Judy 
Robinson,  George  Tsongas,  Helen  von 
Ammon,  Larry  Habegger,  Norwood 
Pratt,  Cap  Caplan,  Bill  Kostura,  Bill 
Pickelhaupt,  Phyl  Smith,  Barbara 
Szerlip  and  Michelle  Rochford- 
Boleyn.  Steve  Wiseman  represented 
Francis  Ford  Coppola,  distributing 
copies  of  Coppola's  new  literary  mag¬ 
azine,  "Zoetrope".  Mark  Bittner,  who 
is  writing  a  book  on  the  Wild  Parrots 
of  Telegraph  Hill,  did  a  brisk  business 
selling  his  unusual  greeting  cards  and 


giving  out 
copies  of  an 
information 
sheet  about  the 
parrots. 

Toes  were  tap¬ 
ping  and  "oles" 
could  be  heard 
at  the  Septem¬ 
ber  cocktail 
party  held  for 
enthusiastic 
THDers  at  La  Bodega  on  Grant 
Avenue.  Manager  Jesus  Acura  and  his 
friendly  staff  kept  the  tapas  coming 
and  added  live  Flamenco  music  and 
dancing. 

Our  annual  Holiday  Party  is  scheduled 
Sunday,  December  14,  at  Julius 
Castle.  You  should  have  received 
your  invitation  by  mail.  ■ 


Mark  Bittner’s  wild  par¬ 
rot  greeting  cards  were 
big  sellers  at  the  Authors 
Party.  Photo  by  Billie 
Atlas. 


Frequent  Semaphore 
contributor  Helen  von 
Ammon  at  the  Authors 
Party.  Photo  by  Billie  Atlas 
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MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 

By  June  Flaps 

Welcome  to  New  Members 

Welcome  to  the  members  who  have  joined  since 
the  publication  of  the  last  Semaphore:  Jerome 
Simon  and  Hilary  Bates,  Susanne  Khalili  and 
Will  Borders,  Francis  Brennan,  Mimi  Powers 
and  Frank  Cialone,  Page  Murray  and  Laura 
Clark,  Paul  DeMartini,  Gigi  and  Phyllis 
Fiorucci,  Dr.Sandra  Foster,  Sandra  Gaylor,  Jean 
Giffard,  Von  Helmuth,  Robert  Hinish,  Roseanne 


Hoo,  Marion  Kadish,  Susan  Lyon,  Leslie  Bauer 
and  Bernard  Martin,  Flicka  McGurrin,  Laura 
and  Patrick  Morgan,  Vanessa  Murphy,  Suzanne 
Nelson,  Shanti  Noris-Barrera,  Jennifer 
O’Donnell,  Arno  and  Sherry  Penzias,  Paulette 
Schammel,  Will  Shank,  Robert  Sheridan, 
Jordan  Shlain,  John  Tansley,  Audrey  Tomaselli, 
Vic  Tripathy,  Norma  Walden,  Justen 
Wattenbarger,  Julie  Tylman  and  Glenn  Wein, 
Anne  White,  and  Jill  and  Richard  Ying. 


NEW  BOARD  MEMBER  DENNIS  McELRATH 

By  Billie  Atlas 


President  Gerry  Crowley  has  appointed  Dennis 
McElrath  to  complete  Clyde  Steiner's  term  as  a 
Director.  Our  good  friends  Clyde  and  Shari  have 
moved  out  of  the  neighborhood. 

Dennis  and  his  wife  Antonia  moved  here  four 
years  ago  from  Santa  Cruz  where  Dennis  spent 
more  than  thirty  years  on  the  faculty  of  the 
University  of  California  as  a  Professor  of 
Sociology  and  later  as  Provost  of  UC's  Adlai 
Stevenson  College.  He  co-authored  "The  New 
Urbanization",  a  book  that  focuses  on  changes  in 


patterns  of  city  structure.  He  looks  forward  to 
becoming  an  active  participant  in  what  he 
describes  as  a  "real  neighborhood". 

The  McElraths  try  to  spend  a  few  months  each 
year  in  Italy,  most  recently  in  the  Veneto.  An 
enduring  affection  for  Italy  was  kindled  during 
stays  on  a  Fulbright  faculty  grant  and  as  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  UC  Study  Center  in  Padua. 

A  daughter  and  three  grandchildren  live  in  Santa 
Cruz.  Antonia  is  a  part-time  life  drawing  instruc¬ 
tor  at  the  San  Francisco  Academy  of  Arts 
College. 


ATTRACTIONS  AT  THE  CHILDREN'S  LIBRARY 


By  Jensa  Woo,  Children's  Librarian 

Programs  of  special  interest  to  children  include 
the  Christmas  Craft  Program  on  Friday, 
December  19  at  3:30  PM.  Kids  can  make  their 
own  decorations  to  bring  home.  Don't  miss  this 
popular  event  for  ages  5  and  older. 

In  honor  of  Chinese  New  Year,  a  lion  dance  and 


martial  arts  troupe  will  be  at  the  library  on 
Saturday,  January  31  at  5:00  PM.  Help  us  wel¬ 
come  in  the  Year  of  the  Tiger! 

In  addition  to  these  special  programs,  the  library 
has  regular  programs  for  infants,  toddlers  and 
preschoolers.  Call  the  staff  at  274-0270  for  more 
information,  or  stop  by  the  library  at  Columbus 
Avenue  and  Mason  Street. 
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PLANNING  AND  ZONING  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


By  Nancy  Shanahan  and 
Aaron  Peskin 

The  P  &  Z  Committee  meets 
monthly  on  last  Wednesday: 

call  986-7070 

PROJECTS  IN  THE 

TELEGRAPH  HILL 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT 

1.  Grace  Marchant  Garden/ 
Alta  Street  Condo  Develop¬ 
ment  (20-30  Alta).  A  well-coor¬ 
dinated  effort  and  lots  of  hard 
work  by  numerous  Hill  Dwellers 
were  instrumental  in  winning  the 
first  round  of  what  will  be  a  long 
battle  to  protect  the  Garden  from 
inappropriate  development.  On 


November  5  the  City's 
Landmarks  Preservation  Ad¬ 
visory  Board’s  Architectural 
Review  Committee  advised  the 
project  proponents  that  their  pro¬ 
posed  project  was  too  large  and 
not  consistent  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Historic  District  Ordinance. 
Thanks  to  all  of  you  for  attending 
the  hearings,  writing  excellent 
letters,  making  thoughtful  pre¬ 
sentations  and  getting  extensive 
media  coverage.  Copies  of  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  letters  THD  submitted 
to  the  City  can  be  viewed  on 
THD's  Web  Page.  We  will  keep 
everyone  posted  regarding  the 
developers'  next  move. 

2.  290  Union 

Street.  What  began 
many  months  ago  as 
a  project  opposed  by 
nearby  neighbors 
has  undergone  con¬ 
siderable  revision. 
With  input  from  a 
historic  preservation 
architect  retained  by 
the  proponent,  the 
project  has  been 
reduced  in  size  and 
its  style  has  been 
brought  into  confor¬ 
mity  with  the 
Historic  District 
Ordinance.  The 
revised  project  will 
be  presented  to  the 
Landmarks  Board  in 
December. 


3.  1304  Montgomery  Street. 

A  proposal  for  a  major  alteration 
of  a  building  in  the  Historic 
District  (to  include  the  addition 
of  stucco  and  an  aluminum  and 
glass  front)  was  opposed  by 
THD  on  the  basis  that  it  conflicts 
with  the  provisions  of  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Historic  District 
Ordinance.  The  ordinance 
encourages,  among  other  things, 
the  use  of  wooden  materials  over 
metal  and  stucco.  Attempts  to 
reach  an  accommodation  with 
the  architect  and  project  propo¬ 
nent  were  unsuccessful  and  on 
November  5  the  Landmarks 
Board  approved  a  Certificate  of 
Appropriateness.  THD's  Board 
has  authorized  an  appeal  of  the 
Landmarks  Board's  decision  if 
further  attempts  to  resolve  this 
matter  with  the  applicant  are 
unsuccessful. 

PROJECTS  IN  THE  NORTH 

BEACH  NEIGHBORHOOD 

COMMERCIAL  DISTRICT 

1.  Rite  Aid  (Payless/Thrifty) 
24-Hour  chain  store  in  the 
Pagoda  Palace  Theater  (1741 
Powell).  Opposition  to  the 
10,000  sq.  foot  Rite  Aid  store  on 
Washington  Square  continues  to 
mount.  Working  together  with 
North  Beach  Neighbors,  Russian 
Hill  Neighbors,  Tel  Hi  and  the 
North  Beach  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  we  have  gathered 
over  two  thousand  signatures  on 
a  petition  opposing  the  proposed 


This  may  be  your  last 
Semaphore 

If  the  mailing  label  on  this 
Semaphore  is  dated  9/1/97  or  ear¬ 
lier,  your  membership  has  lapsed 
and  we  hope  you’ll  rectify  that  sit¬ 
uation  with  a  check.  If  you  think 
our  records  are  incorrect  or  you 
are  in  doubt  about  your  member¬ 
ship  status,  please  call  June  Fraps, 
392- 1  1 87,  or  drop  a  note  to  THD, 
Membership,  PO  Box  330 1  59,  San 
Francisco  CA  94133.  We  want  to 
keep  you  with  us! 


continued  on  page  22 
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GIVING  VOICE  TO  HISTORY 

By  Elizabeth  A.  Wright 

HISTORY  CANNOT  BE  MORE  CERTAIN  THAN 
WHEN  HE  WHO  CREATES  THE  THINGS  ALSO 
NARRATES  THEM.  This  is  a  quote  from  Giovanni 
Battista  Vico  an  Italian  18th  Century  jurist  and 
philosopher.  (Do  you  suppose  any  of  his  descendants 
ended  up  in  North  Beach  or  on  Telegraph  Hill?) 
Here  we  are  at  the  beginning  of  this  article  and 
already  we  have  an  historical  artifact  ...  a  quotation 
from  someone  no  longer  living.  So,  what’s  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  this  kind  of  historical  artifact  and 
oral  history  ?  Before  the  advent  of  writing,  all  history 
and  traditions  were  passed  on  orally,  so  this  is  not  a 
new  phenomenon.  What  is  relatively  new,  is  the 
technology  which  enables  us  to  conveniently  tape 
record  spoken  history. 

How  Do  We  Preserve  History? 

Let  me  count  the  ways,  or  at  least  a  few  of  them. 
Unwritten  histories  are  preserved  by  excavating 
ancient  archaeological  sites.  In  written  form  there  are 
scholarly  treatises,  text  books,  newspapers,  public 
records,  journals  and  diaries.  Visually  there  are  pho¬ 
tographs,  films,  video,  and  art  work. 

And  then  there  is  oral  history  . . .  tape  recorded 
interviews  with  people  who  have  personal  knowl¬ 
edge  or  recollections  of  an  event,  an  entity,  or  people 
...  which  is  where  we  began  this  article.  Oral  history 
puts  humanity  into  history. 

Now,  you  can  say  that  people’s  recollections  are  not 
always  accurate,  and  you  would  be  right.  In  fact  sev¬ 
eral  people  recalling  the  same  incident,  may  have 
several  different  recollections  (which  frequently  pro¬ 
vide  new  research  questions).  That  is  why  doing  oral 
history  is  more  than  just  putting  a  microphone  in 
front  of  someone  and  asking  them  to  speak.  As  an 
interviewer,  the  better  prepared  you  are  to  do  an 
interview,  the  better  the  interview  will  be.  That 
preparation  includes  research  on  the  topic  to  be  dis¬ 
cussed  as  well  as  training  in  how  to  interview,  how 
to  listen,  how  to  organize  material,  and  most  impor¬ 
tant  of  all  how  to  develop  rapport  with  the  narrator  so 


they  want  to  talk  with  you  and  tell  their  story. 

The  delightful  part  of  doing  oral  history  is  that 
since  every  single  entity  has  a  unique  history,  it  is 
never  boring,  and  it  is  always  a  learning  experience. 
Not  only  do  we  ‘become  acquainted’  with  the  person 
talking  about  his/her  own  experiences,  but  it’s  diffi¬ 
cult,  if  not  impossible,  to  ever  do  an  oral  history 
interview  without  learning  something  new. 

In  our  very  mobile,  fast-paced  society  where 
people,  for  the  most  part,  no  longer  write  letters  or 
keep  journals  and  e-mails  vanish  like  wisps  of  San 
Francisco  fog  on  a  sunny  day,  our  personal  histories 
are  becoming  more  difficult  to  preserve. 

The  same  is  true  of  our  rapidly  changing  neigh¬ 
borhoods  which  are  always  in  transition.  Whenever 
landmarks  disappear  and  are  replaced  by  something 
else,  it’s  very  easy  to  forget  what  was  there  original¬ 
ly.  Just  think  about  the  things  in  the  North 
Beach/Telegraph  Hill  area  that  have  ‘disappeared’  in 
the  not  too  distant  past:  Vannessi’s,  Ernie’s,  Carol 
Doda’s  (the  original  Condor),  the  Basque  Restaurant, 
Clown  Alley,  Alfred’s  has  moved  into  the  place 
vacated  by  the  Blue  Fox,  Enrico’s  is  no  longer 
owned  by  Enrico  Banducci,  the  poster  store  at 
Stockton  and  Vallejo  recently  went  out  of  business. 
And  what  about  that  gaping  hole  in  the  ground  that 
used  to  be  the  International  Hotel?  It’s  becoming 
more  difficult  to  preserve  our  neighborhood  histo¬ 
ries. 

Failure  to  record  history  diminishes  society. 

An  Oral  History  Project  for  Telegraph  Hill? 

The  history  of  Telegraph  Hill  can  preserved  in  a 
multiplicity  of  ways.  One  of  these  is  to  establish  a 
Telegraph  Hill  Oral  History  Project.  This  is  a  great 
opportunity  for  the  history  of  Telegraph  Hill  to  be 
recorded  by  people  who  have  created  and  witnessed 
it.  Find  out  what  secrets  they  know  about  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  The  tapes  and  transcripts  resulting  from  the 
project  can  be  deposited  with  the  New  Main  Library, 
adding  to  a  small  but  growing  collection  of 
Neighborhood  Histories. 


continued  on  page  26 
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Feeling  Good,  Feeling  Connected,  Feeling  Festive 


by  Dawne  Bernhardt 

I  remember  coffee  at 
Malvina's  with  other  volun¬ 
teers  after  my  first  Clean 
Sweep.  I  was  feeling  good, 
really  a  high,  enjoying  a  con¬ 
siderable  reward  for  just  two 
hours  of  sweeping  and  remov¬ 
ing  litter  .  This  year's  Clean 
Sweep  Day  on  November  8th 
found  Broom  Brigade  veterans 
Billie  Atlas,  Pat  Cady,  Howard 
Wong,  Joan  Wood,  Marge 
Savo,  and  Dawne  Bernhardt 
joined  by  new  comer  Jean 
Steyaert.  The  delicious  picnic 
on  the  terrace  at  Coit  Tower 
was  shared  with  Saturday 
Work  Party  volunteers. 

First  Saturday  work  parties 
at  Pioneer  Park,  created  by  Joe 
Butler  and  co-chaired  by  Julie 
Christensen,  began  in  1995 
with  tree  watering,  planting 
and  pruning.  Now  two  years 
later,  with  the  help  of  over  80 
volunteers  much  has  been 
accomplished.  In  October  and 
November  volunteers  under 
the  direction  of  Gloria  Koch 
Gonzales  of  the  Recreation 
and  Parks  Department  created 
a  test  site  to  determine  future 
plantings.  Thanks  go  to  the  21 
people  who  helped,  scaling 
steep  slopes,  clearing,  hauling 
and  planting.  Welcome  to 
newcomers  Rachelle  Wallace, 
Suzanne  Nelson,  Susanne 


Khalili,  Will  Borders,  Matt 
McGrath,  Sylvie  Cox,  Peter 
Andresen,  and  Niki 
Goldsborough. 

NICE  is  also  supporting 
the  Pioneer  Park  Project  by 
maintaining  the  display  at 
Coit  Tower.  If  you  haven't 
been  inside  the  Tower  recent¬ 
ly,  do  drop  by  to  see  the 
superb  scale  model  which 
shows  the  new  stairways, 
ramp  and  terrace  of  the 
Master  Plan.  Flyers  are  avail¬ 
able  describing  the  project. 
The  $2,000  in  small  change 
and  dollar  bills  that  visitors 
have  dropped  in  the  miniature 
Coit  Tower  collection  box  is 
appreciated  but  $250,000  of 
the  $830,000  budget  is  still 
needed.  Have  you  considered 
your  opportunity  to  Step  into 
History  by  donating  $500  for 
an  engraved  tile? 

With  December  here  it's 
time  for  feeling  festive. 
Recipients  of  NICE  awards  for 
Heritage  of  the  Hill,  the  Savios 
of  Biordi's,  Hermon  Baker  of 
Yoni's,  Green  Thumbers  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Anderlini,  and  Very 
Nice  Neighbors,  Leung  Pok 
Hau  and  Antonio  Espinal  will 
be  guests  of  THD  at  the 
December  14th  Holiday  Party. 

The  newest  Very  Nice 
Neighbor,  Antonio  Espinal, 
Recreation  and  Park's  garden¬ 
er  at  Pioneer  Park  for  almost 


20  years  is  known  and  appre¬ 
ciated  by  all  who  frequent  the 
park.  "Tony"  gets  along  with 
absolutely  everybody,  helps  in 
emergencies,  sorts  out  com¬ 
peting  requests,  repairs  equip¬ 
ment,  often  with  his  own 
tools,  and  plants  as  much  as 
limited  Rec/Park  funds  allow. 
We  understand  he  is  consider¬ 
ing  retiring.  Not  soon  we 
hope.  This  Good  Will 
Ambassador  is  certainly  irre¬ 
placeable. 

NICE  will  close  out  the 
year's  activities  on  December 
21st  with  the  3rd  Annual 
Caroling  Party,  Dwellers  and 
friends  are  invited  to  join  in 
this  opportunity  to  feel  good, 
feel  connected  and  feel  festive. 


Very  Nice  Neighbor 
Antonio  Espinal 

Thank  you  for  your  excep¬ 
tional  efforts  over  1 9  years 
in  caring  for  the  Pioneer 
Park  area  and  grounds  sur¬ 
rounding  Coit  Tower  and  for 
your  friendly  manner  and 
considerate  interaction  with 
all  who  use  the  park. 
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TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLERS  m  THE  WORLD  WIDE  WEB 


By  Peter  Overmire 

We  established  THD's  World  Wide  Web  Site 
with  two  objectives.  To  be  a  source  of  up-to-the 
minute  information  for  members,  and  to  intro¬ 
duce  THD  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Think  of  the  Web  as  a  book  with  about  1 50 
million  pages,  many  more  are  added  each  day, 
many  change  each  day.  The  magic  of  the  Web  is 
that  anyone  with  access  to  a  computer,  anywhere 
in  the  world,  has  access  to  the  whole  book.  It's 
possible  to  go  from  any  page  to  any  other  at  the 
touch  of  a  button,  and  there  are  indexes  to  almost 
all  the  pages.  It  can  be  overwhelming:  looking 
up  Coit  Tower,  one  finds  360  pages,  THD  among 
them. 

THD's  Web  site  is  a  tiny  chapter  of  perhaps 
30  pages  in  this  huge  book.  The  first,  "home". 


page  is  a  table  of  contents  directing  browsers  to, 
for  example,  a  membership  application.  Pages 
that  follow  explain  how  up-to-date  information 
is  made  available  to  members  and  gives  names 
and  contact  numbers  for  city  officials  and  THD 
Committee  Chairs.  Semaphore  advertisers  are 
listed  with  one-button  access  to  Web  sites  creat¬ 
ed  for  them,  such  as  Moose's.  "People,  Places 
and  Events"  make  people  all  over  the  world 
aware  of  what's  going  on  on  our  Hill;  relevant 
articles  from  local  papers  can  be  easily  accessed. 

Explore  our  site.  Add  information  to  it.  E- 
mail  the  Mayor,  city  agencies  and  other  mem¬ 
bers.  If  you  are  not  online,  find  a  friend  with  a 
computer  with  Internet  access  to  the  World  Wide 
Web,  and  go  to  http://www.overmire.com/thd. 
Or  give  me  a  call  at  989-3945.  ■ 


PLEASE  RECYCLE  YOUR  SEMAPHORE  BY  DROPPING  IT 
IN  THE  MAILBOX  AT  276  FRANCISCO. 


"I'm  Ink.  Therefore  I  Am!" 

To  celebrate  the  publication  of  Phil 

Rosemary  Benda,  CPA 

On  extension? 

Frank's  new  book,  titled  above,  50  orig- 

Need  to  plan  for  1997? 

Business  accounting  could  use  improvement 

inal  "Farley"  cartoons  are  on  display  at 

Initial  consultation  is  free 

the  Washington  Square  Gallery  at  1821 

Call  (415)  296-8020 

Powell  Street  through  December  20. 

Located  at  historic 

One  Jackson  Place 

Hours  are  Wednesday-Saturday  Noon- 

633  Battery  St.,  Suite  550 

San  Francisco,  CA  94111 

5:00  PM.  For  more  information  call 

415-291-9255. 
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Green  Thumb  Honor  Roll 


Hill  residents  whose  gardening  efforts  around  their  homes 
can  be  appreciated  by  all  who  pass  by 


Glorious  Gardens  •  Flowering  Facades 
Shapely  Shrubs 

by  Dawne  Bernhardt 

In  1941  when  Elios  and  Virginia  Anderlini  built 
their  home  at  400  Filbert  and  Montgomery,  they 
began  their  gardening  efforts.  Over  the  years  they 
have  gifted  the  neighborhood  with  a  glorious  flow¬ 
ering  garden  and  a  dramatic  magenta  Brasiliensis 
bougainvillea  that  adorns  their  Capri  pink  home. 

A  monkey  tail  tree  at  the  upper  edge  on  the 
Filbert  Stairs  and  a  tulip  magnolia  frame  the  beau¬ 
tiful  rose  garden.  Mr.  Anderlini  won’t  allow  even 
one  rose  of  the  60  plants  to  be  cut.  He  says,  “They 
are  in  the  public  trust.”  Watching  as  he  negotiates 
this  steeply  sloping  garden  you  would  not  believe 
that  Mr.  Anderlini  is  89  years  old.  As  Block 
Captain  he  further  enhances  the  neighborhood  by 
keeping  the  area  litter  free. 

The  colorful  garden  also  includes  hydrangea 
and  rhododendron,  fuschia,  camellia,  year  round 
blooming  purple  princess,  lemon  trees  and  a  wiste¬ 
ria  whose  luscious  flowers  in  the  spring  look  like 
clusters  of  purple  grapes.  The  unusual  jade  hedge 
which  frames  the  lower  edge  of  the  garden  has 
developed  over  25  years  starting  as  four  inch  plants. 
If  you  could  see  into  the  lovely  patio  or  dining  room 
you'd  also  be  able  to  enjoy  the  many  exquisite 
orchids  that  Mrs.  Anderlini  raises. 

In  the  winter  months  when  the  roses  have  been 


pruned  back,  a  golden  sculpture  titled  Creation  can 
be  seen  in  the  center  of  the  garden.  It  is  the  studio 
model  of  Haig  Patagian’s  35’  sculpture  of  four  fig¬ 
ures  representing  the  four  stages  of  life,  which 
stood  at  the  end  of  the  Avenue  of  Nations  at  the 
World’s  Fair  on  Treasure  Island. 

In  1993  The  Anderlinis  were  recipients  of  a  San 
Francisco  Beautiful  Garden  Award.  What  a  plea¬ 
sure  for  The  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  to  also  recog¬ 
nize  these  dedicated  gardeners  and  thank  them  for 
their  efforts  spanning  over  half  a  century. 

Glorious  Greenery  and  Blooming 
Sidewalks 

New  owners  of  the  Washington  Square  Inn, 
Sandra  and  David  Norwitt,  have  brightened  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Stockton  and  Filbert  and  are  keeping  it  litter 
free.  The  warm  terra-cotta  facade  of  the  Inn  makes 
a  delightful  backdrop  for  the  plants  in  new  window 
boxes.  Flowers  which  are  changed  monthly  bloom 
around  privet  topiaries  in  terra-cotta  pots.  The  well 
established  Brisbane  box  trees  on  Stockton  are 
thriving.  The  two  year  old  Brisbanes  on  Filbert 
have  been  moved  to  the  courtyard  and  replaced  by 
15’  magnolias.  Guests  enjoy  orchids  in  all  rooms. 
Thank  you  Sandra  and  David  for  your  colorful, 
clean  and  cheerful  gift  to  our  neighborhood. 

To  nominate  Green  Thumbers  call  Dawne 
Bernhardt  at  982-3314. 
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Let’s  Stop  Topping  Trees! 


From  Tree  Pruning  to  Tree  Murder 


Left,  a  tree  pruned  for  continued  healthy  growth.  At  right, 
its  unlucky  neighbor  may  never  fully  recover  from  improp¬ 
er  pruning.  Photo  by  Julienne  M.  Christensen. 


Julienne  M.  Christensen 

The  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers' 
400  Trees  program,  which 
added  355  street  trees  to 
North  Beach  and  Telegraph  Hill  in 
1995  and  '96,  greatly  increased 
neighborhood  awareness  of  the 
beauty  and  other  benefits  of  the 
greening  of  the  sidewalks.  One  of 
the  hangovers  from  my  involve¬ 
ment  in  400  Trees  is  the  occasion¬ 
al  call  from  neighbors,  ranging 
from  concerned  to  livid,  about 
damage  done  to  particular  street 
trees  by  property  owners.  It’s  a  dif¬ 
ficult  situation:  While  the  planting 
and  maintenance  of  street  trees 
are,  in  most  cases,  the  responsibili¬ 
ty  of  the  property  owner,  there  are 
ordinances  which  protect  the  trees 
and  govern  their  care  and  removal. 

The  trees  that  line  neighbor¬ 
hood  sidewalks  are  a  boon  to  us  all 
and  we  tend  to  feel  they’re  a  public 
commodity.  They  are  described  in 
civic  ordinances  as  a  "valuable 
community  asset."  When  a  prop¬ 
erty  owner  hurts  or  kills  his  or  her 
street  tree,  neighbors  feel  the  loss. 
In  the  belief  that  a  little  preventa¬ 
tive  information  should  be  more 
helpful  than  after-the-fact  recrimi¬ 
nation,  I  asked  a  couple  local 
experts  to  answer  some  of  the  most 
commonly  asked  questions. 

John  Fournet  is  Acting  Urban 
Forester  for  the  Department  of 
Public  Works.  John  handles  street 
tree  permitting  for  the  City.  He 
can  be  reached  at  554-6700. 

Tony  Wolcott  is  Planting 


Manager  at  Friends  of  the 
Urban  Forest.  Tony  is  a  cer¬ 
tified  arborist,  landscape 
horticulturist  and  irrigation 
designer.  Friends  of  the 
Urban  Forest  garnered  the 
grant  that  paid  for  the  400 
Trees  and  has  planted  over 
25,000  trees  in  San 
Francisco  since  1981.  Their 
number  is  543-5000. 

Q:  Who  is  responsible  for 
taking  care  of  trees  planted  in  the 
sidewalk ? 

JF:  Street  Tree  maintenance  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  fronting  prop¬ 
erty  owner  or  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  (DPW).  DPW 
maintains  the  trees  on  major 
(street)  corridors  and  on  property 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
department.  To  find  out  il  a  tree  is 
maintained  by  DPW,  call  554- 
6700. 

Q:  Why  is  pruning  important ? 

TW:  For  several  reasons  -  for 

directing  growth  and  shaping, 
cleaning  up  breaks,  air  circulation 
(so  branches  aren't  broken  by  the 
wind),  disease  control,  etc.  But, 
this  is  very  important,  with  most 
species  you  should  not  remove 
more  than  10%  of  the  existing 
foliage.  Each  leaf  represents  a  food 
factory  for  the  tree.  Severe  cutting 
eliminates  that  production. 

Q:  But  I  see  people  just  cutting  all 
of  a  tree's  limbs  straight  across.  Is  this 

O.K? 


TW:  Some  species,  like  the 

sycamore,  can  handle  severe  prun¬ 
ing.  Most  trees  cannot.  These  dras¬ 
tic  prunings,  called  "topping,"  are 
going  to  have  a  detrimental  effect 
on  the  health  of  most  trees.  Some 
people  think  it  will  let  more  light 
through  the  tree,  but,  in  the  end, 
foliage  will  come  back  thicker  and 
bushier  than  before.  And  a  tree 
with  only  new  growth  is  more  sus¬ 
ceptible  to  pests  and  disease.  You 
can  be  fined  for  this,  particularly  if 
the  tree  is  seriously  damaged  or 
dies. 

Q:  I  could  be  fined  for  "topping"  my 
tree ? 

JF:  Fines  range  from  $200  to 
$1,000  and  can  also  include  the 
value  of  the  tree,  which,  in  the  case 
of  older  trees  can  be  as  much  as 
$5,000. 

Q:  What  if  someone  wants  to 
remove  a  tree ? 

JF:  Street  trees  are  considered  a 
valuable  community  asset  and  are 
protected  by  the  City's  Urban 

continued  on  page  21 
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THE  BROKEN  BEAR  NEEDS  ALL  THE 
FRIENDS  IT  CAN  GET 


By  June  A.  Osterberg 


PLEASE  HELP  REPAIR  THE  BEAR! 
LET'S  BRING  BACK  THE  BEAR!  NORTH 
BEACH’S  BEAR  NEEDS  HELP! 

This  is  the  appeal  on  hand-lettered  placards  in 
"jars  on  bars"  that  have  been  placed  at  several 
spots  around  Washington  Square.  The  little 
grass-roots  campaign  to  restore  the  battered  bear 
of  Columbus  Avenue  is  under  way. 

Faithful  readers  of  The  Semaphore  will  remem¬ 
bers  from  the  Fall  issue  that  the  California  bear 
in  the  Columbus  Avenue/Union  Street  triangle 
had  been  viciously  vandalized— its  paws  gone,  its 
nose  abbreviated,  an  ear  missing— by  unidenti¬ 
fied  scoundrels.  The  city  removed  the  bear  from 
the  pond  and  gave  it  a  safe  sanctuary  until  funds 
are  available  to  restore  it.  The  budget  for  such 
civic  projects  is  so  meagre  that  some  Dwellers 
have  started  a  small  low-key  Repair  the  Bear 
Committee  to  raise  the  funds. 


Washington  Square 
Bar  (^Gr  ill. 

1707  Powell  St.  San  Francisco, 94133  Ph.  982-8123 


The  businesses  that  are  cooperating  in  this  local 
effort  include  (counter  clockwise  around  the 
park),  Washington  Square  Bar  and  Grill,  Little 
City  Antipasti  Bar,  Rose  Pistola  Restaurant, 
Parkview  Beauty  Salon,  Moose's  Restaurant,  and 
Da  Flora  Restaurant.  Look  for  the  "One  for  the 
Bear"  jars  when  you  go  to  these  excellent  estab¬ 
lishments.  "Five  for  the  Bear"  or  Ten  or  even 
Twenty  would  be  even  more  welcome,  and  is 
needed. 

Debra  Lehane,  manager  of  the  Civic  Art 
Collection,  has  assured  the  committee  that  all 
monies  donated  to  "Repair  the  Bear"  will  go  for 
that  project  only,  and  will  not  become  just  part  of 
the  city  kitty  for  the  whole  kaboodle  of  ailing 
monuments. 

Yes,  there  are  other  worthy  community  cam¬ 
paigns  in  progress,  e.  g.,  Pioneer  Park  and  saving 
Bill  Bailey's  cottage,  and  the  committee  doesn't 
want  to  take  anything  away  from  those  fine 
endeavors.  But  will  you  please  participate  in  this 
rescue  effort,  too?  Er,  please  bear  with  us? 


Jeanmarie  Maher 


FAX  474-6628  441-2550 


Editing:  business  reports,  legal 

BRIEFS,  MANUSCRIPTS,  ANY  WRITTEN 

material!  Amaze  yourself  when 

YOUR  OWN  WORDS  (STRUCTURE,  GRAM¬ 
MAR,  PUNCTUATION)  ARE  REFINED. 

Press  release,  promotional 
MATERIAL  WRITTEN  FOR  YOU. 
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Remember  Me  Is  All  I  Ask... 

What  Holiday  Gifts  and  Tax  Deductions  Have  to  Do  with  Pioneer  Park 


Julienne  M.  Christensen 

/  /  ings  and  emperors  build 

f  j  i'<\  monuments  to  ensure  their  remem- 

- S  v y  brance.  The  English  place  stones  in 

contemplative  gardens  carved  with  sentiments  and 
reminders.  Corporations  and  philanthropists  have 
things  named  after  them.  Organizations  seek  memory 
credit  for  civic  improvements  from  drinking  fountains 
to  plazas.  A  tree  is  planted  with  a  little  plaque  to  recall 
the  birth  of  a  child.  The  more  we  acknowledge  histo¬ 
ry,  it  seems,  the  more  we  are  compelled  to  try  to  be 
remembered  by  it. 

For  those  who  love  Telegraph  Hill,  there  is  a  pro¬ 
gram  underway  that  will  allow  you  to  leave  your  mark 
for  posterity,  to  stand  up  and  be  counted  as  a  friend 
and  benefactor  of  the  park,  and  to  help  ensure  that  the 
park  survives  for  the  generations  yet  to  come.  In  the 
improvements  scheduled  to  begin  next  year,  three  new 
stairs  will  wind  through  Pioneer  Park  up  to  Coit 
Tower.  The  riser  of  each  new  step  will  carry  five  stone 
tiles  carved  with  the  names  of  friends  of  the  park. 
Those  who  contribute  $500  to  the  restoration  of  the 
park  will  have  their  name,  or  the  name  of  someone 
they  designate,  recorded  in  one  of  the  525  stone  tiles 
in  the  new  stairways. 

Over  twenty  per  cent  of  the  tiles  have  been 
reserved  in  the  first  two  months  of  the  program.  And 
the  diversity  of  early  donors  well  represents  the  vari¬ 
ety  of  those  whose  feel  a  strong  connection  to  the  hill. 
Brothers  and  sisters  have  honored  parents. 
Grandparents  have  secured  a  place  for  their  grandchil¬ 
dren.  Friends  have  banded  together  to  remember 
beloved  neighbors,  in  the  hope  they  and  their  contri¬ 
butions  will  always  be  remembered.  Some  benefactors 
have  funded  tiles  with  the  names  of  key  area  figures 
they  felt  should  be  not  be  forgotten.  Neighborhood 
businesses  and  organizations  are  participating. 
Couples  have  purchased  adjacent  tiles,  including  one 
pair  that  became  engaged  at  the  crest. 


The  holidays  are  here.  If  you’ve  already  covered 
the  gamut  from  toasters  to  tennis  bracelets,  how  about 
the  gift  that  keeps  on  giving  -  a  place  in  history?  And 
for  those  who  could  use  a  tax  break  before  the  1997 
clock  runs  out,  why  not  earn  your  deduction  by  help¬ 
ing  preserve  one  of  the  truly  special  places  in  all  of 
this  special  city  ?  I  know,  too,  there  are  some  of  you 
out  there  (the  same  ones  who  watch  PBS  fervently  but 
never  respond  to  the  pledge  drives)  who  are  heavy 
users  of  the  park  but  have  not  become  involved  in  all 
the  planning  and  fundraising.  How  can  you  sit  idly  by? 
This  is  one  relatively  easy  way  to  do  your  part. 

A  scale  model  of  the  proposed  improvements  to 
the  park,  including  the  new  stairs,  is  on  display  on  the 
ground  Boor  of  Coit  Tower  (in  the  south  bay  over¬ 
looking  downtown).  It’s  available  for  viewing  during 
the  tower's  regular  hours  at  no  charge.  Current  plans 
call  for  construction  to  begin  next  summer.  Will  you 
help  make  it  happen? 


To  reserve  tiles  in  the  Pioneer  Park  Step  into 
History  Program:  Each  stone  tile  is  12”  x  4”  and 
will  accommodate  30  half-inch  high  letters  and 
spaces  between  words.  Only  names  may  appear  on 
the  tiles,  no  phrases,  remarks,  dedications,  etc.  To 
reserve  multiple  adjacent  tiles,  submit  all  names  and 
related  donations  as  a  single  request.  Individual  tiles 
and  groups  of  multiple  tiles  will  be  placed  randomly 
within  the  new  stairways.  Single  tiles  acknowledge  a 
$500  contribution.  Multiple  tiles  may  be  reserved  in 
groups  of  2  to  5,  with  contributions  of  $500  each. 
Make  donations  payable  to  Friends  of  Recreation  & 
Parks/Pioneer  Park,  a  tax-deductible  foundation 
under  sec.  501(c)(3),  and  send  to  The  Pioneer  Park 
Project,  Step  into  History,  1308  Montgomery  Street 
#  1 ,  San  Francisco  94 1 33 .  To  request  a  complete  pro¬ 
gram  brochure  or  additional  information,  leave  a 
message  at  (415)  398-5 112. 


Issue  Number  142  Winter  1997  •  Page  No  16 


Port-Pourri 

Here  is  a  selection  of  recent  activities  along 
the  Waterfront  monitored  by  Bob  Tibbits 

F-LINE  CONSTRUCTION  UNDERWAY  IN 
FISHERMEN’S  WHARF 

It’s  hard  to  miss  the  frenzied  activity  along 
Jefferson  Street  where  old  railroad  tracks  that 
once  connected  the  Embarcadero  piers  to  Fort 
Mason  and  the  Presidio  are  being  uprooted  and 
preparations  made  to  lay  new  streetcar  tracks 
along  the  north  curb.  The  construction  contrac¬ 
tor’s  lime -jacketed  sidewalk  monitors  courteously 
guide  bewildered  tourists  through  a  labyrinth  of 
barricades,  some  apparently  recycled  from  old 
Pier  45  events.  At  the  intersection  of  Powell  Street 
and  the  Embarcadero,  curbing  has  been  expan¬ 
sively  realigned  to  accommodate  a  spacious  new 
pedestrian  plaza  with  benches  that  will  comple¬ 
ment  the  recently  completed  public  access  area 
across  the  Embarcadero  on  the  apron  to  Railroad 
Arch. 

Construction  activity  proceeds  apace,  weath¬ 
er  permitting,  but  there  will  be  moratoriums  dur¬ 
ing  the  Christmas  season  and  the  summer  months, 
according  to  MUNPs  Don  Chee.  By  January 
crews  will  have  completed  recurbing  Jefferson 
Street  up  to  Jones  where  streetcar  tracks  will  head 
south  for  a  block  before  proceeding  easterly  on 
Beach  to  rejoin  the  Embarcadero  at  the  foot  of 
Kearny.  Completion  of  the  entire  project,  includ¬ 
ing  installation  of  handsome  new  “tulip”  style 
street  lighting  (similar  to  Embarcadero  sidewalk 
light  fixtures)  and  mast  arms  to  support  the  over¬ 
head  trolley  lines,  track  laying  and  cobblestone 
paving  along  the  entire  Fishermen’s  Wharf  loop, 
is  still  18  months  away.  According  to  Chee,  it 
could  be  accelerated  if  Wharf  merchants  would 
agree  to  fewer  moratorium  days  and  threatened  El 


Nino  storms  failed  to  materialize. 

There’s  no  urgency,  of  course,  because  not 
one  of  those  old  fashion  streetcars  can  be  put  into 
service  north  of  the  operating  Market  Street  line 
until  linkage  has  been  made  in  the  mid- 
Embarcadero  plaza  in  front  of  the  Ferry  Building. 
Chee  was  noncommittal  as  to  the  timing  of  that 
project,  and  he  seriously  doubted  any  streetcars 
could  be  deployed  along  the  Embarcadero  to  and 
from  Fishermen’s  Wharf  on  an  independent  sys¬ 
tem. 

“RETIREMENT’’  LEASE  SALES 
CHANGING  FISH  ALLEY 

Despite  F-line  streetcar  service  not  becoming 
a  reality  until  the  year  2000?,  there  has  been  a 
flurry  of  interest  in  re-energizing  the  tawdry  north 
side  of  Jefferson  Street  between  Jones  Street  and 
the  Hyde  Street  Pier.  The  recently  opened  Italian 
Marketplace,  Wine  Shop  and  Gift  Store  at  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Leavenworth  Street,  the  first  new  enter¬ 
prise  in  the  area  in  some  time,  is  a  case  in  point. 
Meanwhile,  the  Port  is  attempting  to  lure  fish 
processors  from  Fish  Alley  to  its  seismically- 
sound  and  newly-rehabilitated,  state-of-the-art 
facilities  in  Sheds  C  and  D  on  Pier  45  across  the 
harbor.  These  tenants  could  avoid  the  costly 
expense  of  complying  with  new  Federal  sanitation 
and  sewage  standards.  Relocation  would  free  up 
valuable  waterside  real  estate  for  non-maritime 
development  creating  very  lucrative  windfall  ben¬ 
efits  for  current  lessees,  but  not  for  Port.  By  sell¬ 
ing  off  the  remaining  20-or-so  years  of  their  leas¬ 
es  they  could  reap  historically  high  premiums 
over  the  discounted  present  values  of  future  rental 
obligations.  It’s  like  trading  a  beat  up,  gas-guz¬ 
zling  1975  pick-up  truck  for  a  1998  Lincoln 
Explorer  SUV  with  a  lifetime  supply  of  fuel.  No 
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wonder  these  two-or-three  generation,  61 -year 
term  leases  are  referred  to  as  ‘retirement  leases.’ 

One  example  is  the  above-mentioned  brand¬ 
spanking  new  Italian  Marketplace,  a  miraculous 
“renovation”  of  a  Quonset  hut  once  known  as 
“Fish  Alley  Restaurant”,  that  was  accomplished 
by  Nick  Hoppe,  son  of  the  columnist  Art  Hoppe. 
More  recently,  he  also  bought  out  the  leasehold  of 
Masked  Marine  Services  at  Jefferson  Street  next 
to  the  Hyde  Street  Pier:  This  location  initially  had 
been  leased  in  1975  to  C.J.  Hendry  Company  who 
conducted  business  in  the  name  of  “Johnson  & 
Joseph  Ship  Chandlery”  for  many  years.  (It  was 
here  this  writer  learned  the  true  definition  of  a 
sailboat:  “a  hole  in  the  water  that  you  fill  with 
money.”)  The  original  lease  stipulated  the  use  of 
these  premises  for  “a  retail  and  sales  outlet  for 
yacht  and  ship’s  chandlery,  clothing  and  nautical 
gifts. ..and  such  other  uses  as  are  reasonably  relat¬ 
ed  thereto.” 

When  he  assumed  the  lease  last  January, 
Hoppe  assured  the  Port  Commission  “The  mix  of 
chandlery  items,  clothing  and  gifts  is  the  ideal  use 
for  this  location.”  Indeed,  one  small  sign  advertis¬ 
es  “Items  of  Nautical  Interest”  one  would  expect 
to  find  at  a  quaint  shop  in  a  coastal  fishing  village. 
Much  larger  and  more  prominent  colorful  adver¬ 
tising  displays  belay  the  true  nature  of  his 
business:  retail  clothing  sales.  The  entire  stock  of 
the  renamed  “Flagship”  store  (excluding  a  tiny 
souvenir  shop  facing  Hyde  Street)  consists  of 
Ralph  Lauren’s  Polo  line  and  Nautica  sportswear, 
Levi’s  and  Calvin  Klein  jeans,  plus  Helly 
Hansen’s  exclusive  line  of  foul  weather  gear, 
which  is  a  limp  attempt  at  “uses  reasonably  relat¬ 
ed”  to  chandlery  clause  in  the  lease.  Except  for 
decorative  motif  and  souvenirs,  there  is  no  chan¬ 
dlery  merchandise. 

Eventual  F-line  service  to  this  section  of 
Fishermen’s  Wharf,  some  merchants  feel,  may 


attract  some  or  more  San  Franciscans  to  the  area, 
not  in  search  of  over-priced  clothing,  but  hoping 
to  enjoy  the  maritime  character  of  this  unique  part 
of  the  waterfront,  as  exemplified  by  the  National 
Historic  Maritime  Museum  and  Hyde  Street  Pier. 
The  rumored  renovation  of  Haslett  Warehouse, 
would  certainly  enhance  this  prospect. 

BRENDON  NAMED  NEW  PORT 
COMMISSIONER 

For  the  first  time  in  history,  two  women  now 
serve  on  the  San  Francisco  Port  Commission. 
Kimberly  Brendon,  an  Assistant  Vice  President  in 
Personal  Banking  with  Wells  Fargo  Bank,  was 
named  by  Mayor  Brown  in  September  to  replace 
Preston  Cook  of  TRI  Realty  who  retired  earlier 
this  year.  Bom  and  raised  in  The  City  and  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  San  Francisco  State  University,  Ms. 
Brendon  began  her  banking  career  at  our  local 
Columbus  Avenue  branch  where  she  worked  from 
1988  to  1994.  She  is  a  Director  of  the  Third  Street 
Economic  Development  Corporation  and  serves 
on  the  Board  of  a  child  care  and  mental  health 
center,  as  well  as  Jelani  House  which  provides 
transitional  housing  for  mothers  with  substance 
abuse  problems  and  their  children. 

Thus  far  in  a  lame  attempt  to  honor  a  cam¬ 
paign  promise  to  restore  the  Port’s  defunct  cargo 
business.  Mayor  Brown  has  appointed  an  Acting 
Executive  Director  whose  business  experience 
includes  three  failed  restaurant  partnerships, 
Denise  McCarthy,  Director  of  our  own  TelHi 
Center  and  now,  a  private  banker/investment 
advisor,  no  one  of  whom  has  any  background, 
business  or  governmental,  in  maritime  affairs.  For 
her  part,  our  new  young  commissioner  wants  to 
“bring  back  the  cargo  business  and  promote  mar¬ 
itime  development  along  the  waterfront.”  Good 
luck!  ■ 
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WHAT'S  NEW  AT  THE  NORTH  BEACH  LIBRARY 


By  Gardner  Haskell 

"Seasons  Readings".  The  North  Beach  branch 
library  at  Mason  &  Columbus  is  the  place  to  visit 
to  gather  free  wintery  information. 

Pick  up  a  copy  of  the  City  Guides  brochure  that 
lists  free  walking  tours,  and  learn  more  about 
Telegraph  Hill,  Literary  North  Beach,  the 
Embarcadero  and  Chinatown  -  to  name  just  a  few 
of  the  tours  available.  For  updates  on  tours  call 
415-557-4266.  For  the  digerati  go  to 
http://www.sfpl.lib.ca.us/drafil/ctguides.txt 

To  create  your  own  self-guided  literary  tour,  read 
either  Literary  San  Francisco  by  Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti  and  Nancy  J.  Peters,  or  The  Literacy 
World  of  San  Francisco  and  Its  Environs  by  Don 
Herron.  To  tour  beat-era  locations,  ask  at  the 
library  for  our  free  leaflet  "Some  North  Beach 
Sites."  Rediscover  our  jewel  of  a  city  by  reading  a 
San  Francisco  travel  guide  such 
as  Frommers  San  Francisco,  or 
The  Virago  Woman's  Travel 
Guide  to  San  Francisco. 

Yet  another  year  will  soon 
expire  and  thoughts  turn  to 
income  tax,  and  things  finan¬ 
cial.  Suze  Orman  suggests 
there  are  9  Steps  to  Financial 
Freedom  in  her  book  by  that 
name.  And  as  1997  moves  on, 
we  want  to  ensure  that  we  will 
see  and  experience  much  of  the 
next  millennium  by  staying  as 
healthy  as  possible.  We  can 


get  a  good  start  by  reading  anything  written  by  Dr. 
Andrew  Weil,  especially  Spontaneous  Healing. 
Another  doctor,  Walter  M.  Bortz,  wrote  Dare  to  be 
a  Hundred  which  might  prove  useful  to  under¬ 
achievers.  Living  Longer  Stronger  promises  that  it 
is  a  6-week  plan  to  enhance  and  extend  your  years 
past  40,  but  its  focus  is  primarily  on  the  body.  We 
want  to  remember  why  we're  fit  and  what  we  did 
with  the  money  we  accrued  after  reading  9  Steps  to 
Financial  Freedom,  so  we  will  also  read  The 
Owner's  Manual  for  the  Brain  by  Pierce  J.  Howard. 

But  enough  about  us  (humans).  What  about  our 
pet  pals?  Why  Cats  Paint  by  Heather  Busch  ad 
Burton  Silver  promise  that  their  book  is  a  theory 
of  feline  aesthetics.  Even  if  you  don't  have  a  cat, 
reading  this  book  will  enable  you  to  contribute  to 
the  discussion  of  "What  is  Art?"  The  Bay  Area 
Dog  Lover's  Companion  will  not  get  your  pooch 
to  paint,  but  it  does  list  pet-friendly  lodgings  and 
will  explain  where  you  and  fido  can  eat,  walk  and 
play  together. 


Finally,  for  those  of  us  whose 
animal  friends  are  the  wild 
parrots  of  Telegraph  Hill,  we 
will  be  treated  to  a  return 
engagement  of  Mark 
Bittner's  updated  talk  and 
slide  show,  "Tales  From  an 
Urban  Jungle:  The  Wild 
Parrots  of  Telegraph  Hill," 
on  February  10,  1998,  7-8 
PM,  at  the  North  Beach 
library.  Like  everything  else 
in  or  at  the  library,  this  show 
is  free.  ■ 


The  Washington 
Square  Inn 

1660  Stockton  Street 
San  Francisco 
CA  94133 

(415)981-4220 


Issue  Number  142  Winter  1997  •  Page  No  19 


* 


MERRY  CHRISTMAS  &&  FEILIZ  NAVIBAB 

Christmas  Sing-a- l ong 

Sunday,  December  21,  5:30  -  7:30 
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jp  Carols  *  Candles  *  Steaming  Spiced  Cider 

£2  Meet  at  Washington  Square 

fg  Stockton/Filbert  Corner 
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If  raining  -  postpone  to  next  year. 
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DANIELLE  CHAVANON 
Licensed  Realtor  .Associate  Salesperson 

has  penned 


SOTHEBY’S 

International  Realty 

Licensed  Real  Estate  Brokci 

222 1  Filbert  Street,  San  Francisco,  G\  941 23 
(  interim.  Location  ) 

Telephone:  (415)  202-7624 


RICHARD  B.  BULLOCK 


REGISTERED  REPRESENTATIVE 
143  SECOND  STREET,  SUITE  3OO 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94IO5 

415  495  7735 
415495  6634 

WELLINGTON  SECURITIES,  INC. 

220  MONTGOMERY  STREET,  SUITE  484 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94IO4-34IO 

415-433-9444  FAX  415-433-O45O 


What 
San  Francisco 
Is  Coming  To. 


( 


1652  Stockton  St.  San  Francisco.  Lunch  &  Dinner  Daily. 
Sunday  Brunch.  Reservations  989-7800. 


CoitJILiquor 


THE  WINE  8c  SPIRITS  EXPERTS 


On  Washington  Square 

5  8  5  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
Fax  415/296-7825 
Telephone  415/986-4036 
1-800-25  5-COlT 
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JUANA  BRIONES  REMEMBERED 


By  Patricia  Cady 

After  years  of  asking  the  city 
to  acknowledge  that  Washington 
Square  and  considerable  adjacent 
land  was  the  farm  and  home  of 
early  settler  Juana  Briones,  locals 
got  what  they  wanted.  Much 
more  than  they  wanted.  A  plaque 
would  have  been  fine.  But  those 
who  attended  the  October  5 
unveiling  of  the  first  state-spon¬ 
sored  landmark  honoring  a  Bay 
Area  woman  were  astonished  to 
find  the  plaque  embedded  on  a  15- 
foot  bench  designed  as  a  tomb¬ 
stone  that  will  leave  people  won¬ 
dering  whether  Ms. 

Briones,  strong  and 
active  for  87  years,  was 
a  very  tall  woman 
enjoying  a  good  rest. 

On  the  plus  side  of 
a  project  that  has 
angered  many,  we  see 
that  city  agencies  do 
hear  us.  This  could  be 
the  cautionary  tale  that 
inspires  them  to  seek 
community  review  of 
future  artistic  creations  which  we 
(not  they)  have  to  live  with.  Some 
see  the  bench  as  proof  that  city 


agencies  must  strive  for  higher 
standards  of  civic  design.  The 
process  must  include  adequate 
drawings,  a  site  plan,  site  visits 
and,  above  all,  time  to  review  and 
approve  a  monument  before  the 
concrete,  in  this  case,  is  poured  to 
construct  it. 

A  petition  and  letters  of 
protest  were  not  considered  suffi¬ 
cient  response  to  rehear  the  design 
quality  of  the  memorial,  which  is 
now  covered  by  grafitti.  But  a 
member  of  the  San  Francisco  Arts 
Commission  seeks  redress  in  an 
article  in  a  local  arts  paper,  stating 
in  part:  "Recognizing  the  impor¬ 


tance  of  Juana  Briones  in  early 
North  Beach  and  Presidio  history, 
I  propose  that  the  Commission's 


Civic  Design  Committee  take 
another  look  at  the  funereal  bench, 
memorial  urn  bases,  and  bronze 
plaque  mounting,"  suggesting 
that  the  memorial  be  given  a  more 
handsome  position  in  the  park  and 
be  redesigned  as  a  sculptural  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  city's  civic  art  collec¬ 
tion. 

Landscaping  mitigations 
are  planned  to  disguise  the  back 
of  the  bench.  A  fast-growing 
vine  might  be  found  to  embrace 
it  entirely.  Keep  the  plaque.  It 
honors  a  woman  unique  in  any 
time  or  place  whose  home  was 
here,  near  the  last  resident 
Indians,  when  North 
Beach  was  called  La 
Playa  de  Juana  Briones. 
Juana's  vegetables, 
herbs  and  dairy  cows 
thrived  in  our  neighbor¬ 
hood  on  land  she 
bought  and  paid  for. 
Fresh  food,  medicine 
and  goodwill  helped 
sustain  a  brand-new 
city's  population  when 
it  numbered  in  the  hun- 
dreds— folks  who  might  be  as 
disappointed  as  we  are  by 
irrelevant  gesture.  ■ 


Photo  by  Jerry  Hurtado 


Cooking  at  Little  City... 


Third  Saturdays  monthly,  chefs  at  the  Little  City 
Antipasi  Bar  owned  by  Ralph  and  Valerie  Tashjian, 
conduct  delicious  demonstration  lessons  at  nominal 
cost.  After  attending  the  October  class,  Sheila  Black 
reports  that  she  devoured  an  imaginative  appetizer,  a 
salad  and  three  exotic  (easy  to  make)  risottos,  each 


dish  accompanied  by  a  perfectly  chosen  wine.  What 
a  place,  says  Sheila,  to  meet  neighbors  who  also 
appreciate  interesting  food  —  those  who  want  to  learn 
from  scratch,  and  accomplished  cooks  looking  for 
new  ideas.  Little  City  is  located  at  673  Union.  Call 
Ralph  or  Val  for  more  information  at  434-2900. 
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Forestry  Ordinance.  In  order  to  remove  a  tree  a  permit  must 
be  obtained.  The  tree  is  inspected  by  DPW  staff  to  evaluate  its 
condition  and  verify  the  merits  of  the  application.  The  tree 
and  the  affected  area  is  posted  for  30  days.  If  a  written  letter  of 
protest  is  received,  a  public  hearing  is  held  to  consider  the 
application.  A  DPW  hearing  officer  takes  testimony  from  staff 
and  the  community  and  either  approves  or  denies  the  request. 
Call  554-6700  for  additional  information. 

Q:  What  can  I  do  if  1  see  a  tree  being  topped  or  removed 

illegally ? 

JF:  II  the  topping  or  removal  is  taking  place,  call  the  police 
and  say  that  an  illegal  tree  removal  is  in  progress.  Insist  that 
they  come  to  the  site  and  issue  a  citation.  Call  back  later  and 
get  a  report  from  the  sergeant.  At  that  point,  or  if  you  have 
not  witnessed  the  removal  but  know  it  took  place,  contact  my 
office. 

Q:  How  can  I  learn  about  the  right  way  to  shape  a  tree ? 

TW:  Usually  every  third  Saturday  of  the  month  FUF  runs  a 
maintenance  day  that  involves  pruning  all  types  of  street  trees. 
You  can  join  us  for  that.  There  are  classes  at  City  College  and 
workshops  at  UC  Extension. 

Q:  What  if  I  can 't  trim  the  tree  my  self? 

TW:  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest  has  a  paid  maintenance 
program  (for  trees  planted  through  FUF).  For  the  first  three 
years,  for  $25  per  year,  FUF  will  adjust  stakes  and  screens, 
prune  the  tree  and  check  lor  disease  and  damage.  For  older  or 
non-FUF  trees,  we  can  recommend  several  certified  arborists. 
You  want  a  trained  person  who  understands  the  tees  and  what 
should  and  should  not  be  done.  ■ 


KATHRYN  R.  BLUM 


KATHY’S  GARDEN  CARE 

Care  for  your  garden  and  plants  while  you  are  away. 


101  Lombard  Street,  #21 5W 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 1 

(415)981-2540  Indoor/Outdoor 


THt  FAMOUS 

CONDOR 


The 

Italian 

Dining 

Experience 

in 

San  Francisco 


Vofet  Parking  Banquets  up  to  200 
1ST2Sf<xktonSrrmrt  (415 )  392-1700 


FRESH! 

Homemade  Pasta  & 
Fish  from  the 
Pacific 


rdiim.  "'■rSs--;  -ygs 

Serving  continuously  from  11:4S  to  1:45am  Grant  jnd  Va!fe|o  Street*  (415)434-2248 
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use.  On  November  12,  represen¬ 
tatives  from  Rite  Aid  met  with 
over  100  neighbors  and  local 
merchant  and  heard  why  we 
don't  want  this  chain  store. 
Many  eloquent  statements  were 
made  about  the  importance  of 
preserving  the  unique  character 
of  our  neighborhood.  Because  of 
the  enormous  size  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  store,  Rite  Aid  must  obtain 
a  Conditional  Use  Permit  from 
the  City  Planning  Commission. 
While  their  permit  request  has 
been  temporarily  withdrawn,  we 
understand  that  Rite  Aid  intends 
to  reintroduce  their  permit 
request  in  December.  We  will 
keep  everyone  posted. 

Regarding  the  alterations  which 
have  been  made  to  the  building's 
facade,  we  have  met  with  the 
Planning  Department,  and  with 
the  building  owner's  representa¬ 
tives  and  architect.  We 
expressed  our  desire  that  they 
modify  the  front  facade  to  be 
more  architecturally  and  histori¬ 
cally  sensitive  to  its  setting  on 
Washington  Square.  The  build¬ 
ing  owner  is  still  seeking  a 
Conditional  Use  Permit  for  a 
proposed  theater/restaurant  on 
the  second  floor  (Planning 
Commission  hearing  was  tenta¬ 
tively  set  for  December  4).  The 
North  Beach  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  THD  have  indi¬ 
cated  that  they  will  oppose  the 
theater/restaurant  permit  as  long 
as  the  building  owner  intends  to 


lease  the  downstairs  floor  to  Rite 
Aid. 

2.  North  Beach  Garage  (735 
Vallejo  Street).  The  City's 
Parking  Authority  is  moving  for¬ 
ward  quickly  with  plans  to 
demolish  the  1920  North  Beach 
Garage  at  735  Vallejo  Street  and 
replace  it  with  a  new  220-car 
facility.  In  accordance  with 
THD's  request,  the  City  has 
redesigned  the  project  to  con¬ 
form  to  the  40-foot  height  limit 
(previously  proposed  at  65  feet). 
Representatives  of  THD  are 
meeting  with  representatives 
from  the  Dept,  of  Parking  and 
Traffic  and  the  City's  Bureau  of 
Architecture  to  propose  design 
alterations  that  could  make  the 
project  more  compatible  with  the 
surrounding  neighborhood  char¬ 
acter.  On  November  13,  the  City 
Planning  Commission  approved 
the  project  conditioned  upon 
design  improvements.  A  deci¬ 
sion  on  a  required  Variance  for 
the  project  has  been  delayed. 

3.  Savoy  Tivoli  Entertain¬ 
ment  Permit  (Grant  Ave.). 

Plans  to  acquire  a  City  permit  for 
live  entertainment  were  opposed 
by  a  group  of  neighbors  because 
of  anticipated  noise.  It  appears 
that  these  plans  have  been,  at 
least  temporarily,  abandoned. 

4.  Cafe  Jacqueline/North 
Beach  Pizza  Expansion  (Grant 
Ave.).  North  Beach  Pizza 


intends  to  move  out  of  its  current 
location  at  the  corner  of  Grant 
and  Union  into  the  space  across 
the  street  occupied  by  Cafe 
Jacqueline  and  the  two  store¬ 
fronts  on  either  side.  As  a  result, 
Jacqueline  has  received  an  evic¬ 
tion  notice.  We  are  very  con¬ 
cerned  about  losing  Cafe 
Jacqueline  and  about  the  consol¬ 
idation  of  three  existing  small 
store-fronts  into  a  large  one. 
Coordinating  with  the  North 
Beach  Chamber,  we  have  com¬ 
municated  our  concerns  to  the 
owner  of  North  Beach  Pizza  and 
have  indicated  that  the  commu¬ 
nity  would  be  opposed  to  the 
Conditional  Use  Permit  that 
would  be  required  to  consolidate 
the  three  storefronts  and  we  are 
trying  to  help  the  owner  find 
another  location. 

5.  St.  Francis  Rectory 
Building  (610  Vallejo/1301 
Grant).  A  request  for  a 
Conditional  Use  Permit  to  allow 
a  hotel  use  in  this  location  was 
tentatively  scheduled  for 
December.  We  are  working  with 
the  lessee's  representatives  and 
the  Planning  Department  to 
include  two  conditions  in  the 
required  permit:  (1)  continued 
responsibility  for  the  street  trees 
which  were  radically  trimmed 
(they  were  fined  by  the  City  for 
their  actions),  and  (2)  a  require¬ 
ment  that  all  existing  parking 
spaces  in  the  rectory  building  be 
utilized  in  order  to  meet  the 
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Planning  Code  requirements  for 
off-street  parking.  Stop  by  and 
introduce  yourself  to  Jim  Guida, 
the  new  innkeeper.  He  has  done 
a  lovely  job  of  restoring  the  old 
St.  Francis  Rectory  into  a  bed 
and  breakfast  inn  anticipated  to 
open  in  early  1998. 

OTHER  PROJECTS  AFFECT¬ 

ING  NEIGHBORHOOD 

CHARACTER 

1.  115  Telegraph  Hill  and 

361-377  Filbert  (Filbert  Steps). 

On  November  10,  the  City 
issued  a  permit  to  allow  the  pro¬ 
ject  developers  to  move  forward 
with  plans  approved  in  1994  to 
demolish  four  buildings  on  the 
Filbert  Street  Steps  on  the  way  to 
Coit  Tower,  and  to  build  in  their 
place  a  16,000  square  foot  con¬ 


dominium  project.  Buildings  to 
be  demolished  include  the  Bill 
Bailey  Cottage  and  two  other 
turn-of-the-century  cottages. 
The  project  will  obstruct  views 
of  downtown  from  Pioneer  Park 
and  will  result  in  a  net  loss  of  7 
residential  units.  THD  and  sev¬ 
eral  neighbors  submitted  letters 
to  the  Planning  and  Building 
Departments  expressing  concern 
about  various  aspects  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  project,  most  particularly, 
the  timing  of  the  demolition  and 
site  grading  proposed  to  take 
place  during  the  winter  months. 

Please  Note:  Efforts  to  raise 
funds  to  save  the  Bill  Bailey  cot¬ 
tage  from  demolition  and  relo¬ 
cate  it  to  another  site  are  contin¬ 
uing.  If  you  are  interested  in 
making  a  donation,  please  con¬ 
tact  Joe  Butler 
(776-9416). 

2.  391  Filbert  St. 
(Filbert  Steps  at 
corner  of  Kearny). 
A  proposal  to  add  a 
story  and  remove 
the  wooden  facade 
of  this  tum-of-the- 
century  cottage  is 
of  serious  concern. 
In  addition  to 
destroying  the  his¬ 
toric  character  of 
the  existing  build¬ 
ing,  the  proposed 
new  structure 
would  impact  the 
Filbert  Steps  as  it 


includes  balconies  that  would 
overhang  the  steps  and  its 
increased  height  would  further 
obstruct  views  of  downtown 
from  Pioneer  Park.  THD  has 
filed  a  formal  request  for  City 
Planning  Commission  review  of 
this  project. 

3.  2  Noble  Alley.  A  project  is 
proposed  to  demolish  this  his¬ 
toric  structure  and  replace  it  with 
a  3-story  over  garage  modem¬ 
looking  shingled  residential 
structure  that  would  front  on 
Grant  Ave.  (between  Union  and 
Filbert).  Our  concerns  are  four: 
(1)  the  loss  of  another  historic 
tum-of-the-century  cottage;  (2) 
the  replacement  structure  would 
have  no  ground  floor  retail 
unlike  all  of  other  buildings  on 
this  portion  of  upper  Grant;  (3) 
the  replacement  structure  is  a 
story  higher  than  the  adjacent 
buildings;  and  (4)  the  design  of 
the  replacement  structure  is 
totally  out  of  character  with  its 
neighbors.  The  Planning  Dept, 
is  also  concerned  about  the  pro¬ 
ject. 

4.  1403-1405  Montgomery 
Street.  A  project  is  proposed  to 
replace  the  existing  wooden 
facade  of  this  historic  building 
with  a  new  modem-looking  stuc¬ 
co  and  metal  facade.  A  neighbor 
has  filed  a  formal  request  for 
City  Planning  Commission 
review  of  this  project. 


Practicing  in  Estate  Pi  anning, 
Probate  an  d  Eld  er  Law 


Carolyn  M.  Baulsier 

Attorney  at  Law 


55  New  Montgomery  Street, 
Suite  803 
San  Francisco, 

CA  94105 


Tel:  (415)  777-3681 
Fax:  (415)  777-5227 
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5.  1224-26  Kearny  Street.  This 

proposed  project  would  demolish 
a  small  turn-of-the-century  wood¬ 
en  building  and  replace  it  with  a 
large  modern  structure.  Because 
the  lot  slopes  uphill  at  the  rear,  the 
project  would  be  a  total  of  five 
floors  above  the  street.  Mark 
Jacobs,  the  owner-resident  of  1230 
Kearny  and  THD  member  George 
Rockrise  have  filed  a  formal 
request  for  City  Planning 
Commission  review  of  this  pro¬ 
ject.  THD  has  contacted  the  pro¬ 
ject  proponent  and  expressed  con¬ 
cern  that  the  proposed  fifth  floor 
of  the  building,  which  would  be  a 
story  higher  than  adjacent  build¬ 
ings,  is  not  consistent  with  the 
City's  Residential  Design 
Guidelines  and  should  be  taken 
out  of  the  proposed  plans. 


6.  1-Hotel/Colombo  Building 
Project  Update.  The  demolition 
of  the  Colombo  Building  (1 
Columbus  Ave.)  and  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  housing  on  the  I-Hotel  site 
(at  Jackson  and  Kearny)  have  been 
delayed.  The  State  Historic 
Preservation  Officer  formally  dis¬ 
agreed  with  HUD's  determination 
that  the  proposed  project  would 
not  have  an  impact  on  historic 
resources  (the  Colombo  Building 
is  eligible  for  listing  on  the 
National  Register).  We  have 
learned  that  San  Francisco  City 
College  has  entered  into  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  owners  of  the 
Colombo  Building  to  purchase  the 
site.  City  College  intends  to 
replace  the  Colombo  Building  and 
other  buildings  (including  the 
building  at  55  Columbus  Ave.) 


with  a  new  Chinatown/North 
Beach  Campus  to  accommodate 
thousands  of  students  in  a  90,000+ 
square  foot  building. 

7.  Misc.  Updates.  The  Board  of 
Appeals  will  hear  the  matter 
regarding  the  roof  top  addition 
project  at  406-410  Lombard  on 
December  3  at  6:00  PM.  The 
unauthorized  improvements  at  12 
Reno  Place  have  been  stopped  by 
the  City  --  THD  and  nearby  neigh¬ 
bors  are  working  with  the  Building 
Department  to  have  the  unautho¬ 
rized  additions  removed.  The 
Discretionary  Review  filed  by 
neighboring  landowner  Art  Baum 
regarding  the  proposed  additions 
at  10  Reno  Place  was  settled  and 
therefore  not  heard  by  the 
Planning  Commission.  ■ 


PARKING  AND  TRAFFIC  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


By  Sheila  Black 

There  is  a  temporary  hiatus  of  the  plan  to  provide  North 
Beach  White  Zone  Valet  Parking.  At  its  August  19 
meeting,  the  city's  Parking  and  Traffic  Commission 
authorized  an  initial  site  in  front  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi 
Church  on  Vallejo  Street  (over  our  committee's  objec¬ 
tions),  and  mandated  Marsha  Garland  of  the  North 
Beach  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  develop  guaranteed 
participation  (read:  subsidy)  of  six  businesses  before 
the  Commission  would  consider  any  further  action. 
Caffe  Trieste  vigorously  objected  to  the  authorized  site, 
and  a  heated,  angry  response  from  Commissioner 
Quaranta  to  the  North  Beach  Chamber.  Since,  everyone 
seems  to  have  gone  underground,  and  our  committee  is 
reconsidering  its  tactical  position.  Considering  the  cur¬ 
rent  political  climate,  a  grassroots  approach,  such  as  the 
successful  trial  on  Polk  Street,  may  be  the  way  to  go. 

The  Rite  Aid  drugstore  proposed  for  the  Pagoda 
Theatre/Milano  Gallery  building  on  Powell  Street  is  of 


major  concern;  unquestionably  chaotic  traffic 
would  result  from  their  tenancy.  We  must  and  will  fight 
to  annihilate  this  highly  offensive  intrusion  into  our 
neighborhood  of  small  businesses,  especially  since  no 
parking  provisions  are  included  in  Rite  Aid's  plan. 

Tom  Folks  of  San  Francisco's  Traffic  Engineering 
Department  has  proposed  to  our  committee  that  there  be 
taxi  zones  established  in  North  Beach.  On  October  6  we 
agree  to  the  proposal,  in  general,  and  await  further  noti¬ 
fication. 

At  the  request  of  Central  Station’s  Captain  Fong,  we 
are  currently  considering  our  position  on  metal  signage 
for  SFPD  employee  vehicle  parking  around  the  police 
station,  primarily  on  Vallejo  Street  and  Emery  Alley. 
Previously,  these  signs  have  been  cardboard  notices, 
used  and  moved  by  the  station  as  needed,  but  they  are 
often  removed  from  parking  meters,  presumably  by 
offended  neighbors.  A  private  garage  lease  for  employ¬ 
ee  vehicles  may  be  in  order,  perhaps  at  the  North  Beach 
Garage  across  the  street?  ■ 
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by  Jerry  Hurtado 


Formerly  chef  at 
Capp’s  Corner  and 
now  business  English 
teacher  in  Madrid,  Ain 
Veske  flew  back  to  San 
Francisco  to  wed  his 
fiancee  Ana  Granillo. 

On  a  recent  morn¬ 
ing  Kena  Sullivan 
started  her  van  only  to 
have  the  engine  catch 
fire.  She  ran  the  block 
back  to  her  home  where  she  called  911  for  help. 
What  was  humorous  to  her  afterwards...  “In  the 
excitement  of  the  moment,  I  ran  right  past  a  fire 
department  call  box  located  only  a  few  feet  from 
my  van!” 

Incidentally, 
before  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  tele¬ 
phones,  fire  call 
boxes  were 
placed  every  two 
blocks  through¬ 
out  North  Beach. 

They’re  still 
operative.  A  pull  on  the  lever  will  bring  a  fire 
truck  to  the  comer  within  three  minutes. 


John  (hamming  it  up)  and  Kena  Sullivan 

look  on  as  the  fire  crew  douses  the  flames 


Jerry  White  at  the  helm  with  John  Tansley,  his  daughter  Claire  and 
Sherryl  Kent  relaxing  in  the  background 

relaxed  on  the  Bay  he  often  encourages  others  to 
take  a  hand  at  the  helm.  If  you  run  into  John  at 
one  of  THD’s  socials,  tap  him  on  the  shoulder  and 
let  him  know  you’d  like  to  join  the  mix. 

continued  on  pg  26 
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Captain  John  Tansley  has  returned  to  live  on 
Telegraph  Hill.  Yes,  John  has  skippers 
papers.  He  keeps  his  sailboat  at  Pier  39. 
Throughout  the  years  it’s  been  the  captain’s  plea¬ 
sure  to  organize  friends  and  acquaintances  for 
afternoon  sails  to  Sam’s  in  Tiburon  for  lunch. 
Familiarly  referred  to  as  the  Ship  of  Fools,  these 
excursions  throw  together  the  most  amazing  mix 
of  people  intent  on  having  a  good  time.  John’s  so 


City: _ 

State: _  Zip: _ 

Phone: _ _ 

Send  to: 

THD,  POB  330759 
SF,  CA  94133 
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Have  you  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  dine  with  Rosalie 
Taggi?  Every  dish  is  hand  pre¬ 
pared  and  contains  the  best  in 
ingredients.  Rosalie  typically 
will  grace  the  table  with  hors 
d’oeuvres,  anti  pastas,  a  delec¬ 
table  main  course,  jardiniere. 


salad  and  dessert.  All  this  will 
be  accompanied  with  assorted 
wines,  aperitifs  and  Italian  cof¬ 
fee.  Rosalie  and  husband 
Giulio  settled  on  Telegraph  Hill 
in  1933.  They  loved  to  enter¬ 
tain  and  would  spontaneously 
invite  neighbors  to  dinner.  But 
the  good  life  was  put 
on  hold  in  1941. 
Every  day  during 
World  War  II  Rosalie 
boarded  a  military 
boat  at  the  Ferry 
Building  for  the  trip  to 
Mare  Island  where  she 
worked  as  a  welder 
building  ships  for  the 
war  effort. 

After  the  war. 


Rosalie  worked  at  and  eventu¬ 
ally  retired  from  the 
Emporium.  When  her  husband 
Giulio  passed  away,  Rosalie 
started  volunteering  at  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi  church. 
Eventually  Rosalie  and  a 
woman  friend  opened  and 
operated  the  Assisi  Thrift 
Shop.  The  shop  became  a 
North  Beach  institution  serv¬ 
ing  the  community  for  14  years. 
Sadly,  Rosalie  closed  the  shop 
when  the  church  was  decommis¬ 
sioned  a  few  years  back. 
Rosalie  Taggi  turned  90  this 
October.  “Eve  lived  here  for  64 
years,  and  I  am  happy  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  be  a  good  neighbor  in  this 
marvelous  community.”  ■ 


Rosalie  Taggi  celebrates  her  90th  in  the  company  of  her 
neighbor  Richard  Levy  and  daughter  Beatrice  Taggi. 


Giving  Voice  a  History  continued  from  pg  9 


How  to  Begin? 

Identify  a  small  group  of  histori¬ 
cally  minded  people  who  would 
like  to  organize  the  project. 

Use  the  Semaphore  to: 

Invite  everyone  to  keep  their  eyes 
and  ears  open  for  people,  shops, 
and  events  in  the  neighborhood 
that  would  be  good  historical  top¬ 
ics.  Always  keep  asking,  “Where 
did  that  come  from?  Who  knows 


about  it?  What  is  its  history? 
How  long  has  it  been  here?” 

Invite  people  to  volunteer  to  be 
interviewed.  Older  and  long-time 
residents  are  gold  mines  of  first¬ 
hand  historical  information. 

Invite  people  to  volunteer  to  con¬ 
duct  the  interviews. 

Have  an  oral  history  training  sem¬ 
inar  to  teach  interviewing  tech¬ 
niques. 


To  volunteer,  offer  suggestions,  or 
ask  for  more  information,  contact 
Rhoda  Robinson  of  Telegraph 
Hill  Dwellers  at  415-781-5221. 


Elizabeth  Wright  is  owner  of 
History >  In  Progress  and  original 
organizer  of  the  Russian  Hill 
Neighbors  Oral  History  Project. 
Tel.:  415-928-3417 ,  Fax:  415- 
921-0298,  e-mail:  hipeaw@ sir- 
ius.  com  ■ 
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JULIUS 


1541  Montgomery  St  Son  Francisco,  CA 

Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Boy 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  ana  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimcte  atmosphere. 
A  San  Francisco  Troaition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday  -  Friday  from  lt:30-d:0C  p.m. 
Evenings  from  5:00-10:00  p.m. 


AX  motor  credit  cords  occepted  /  Volet  Forking  /  Prtvote  Sorties  Welcome 


For  reservations  please  call  362-3042 


Neptune  Society 

*  OF  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  ^ 


Cremation  &  Memorial  Services 


Since  1974 


Simple. .  .Affordable.  ..Personal . .  Dignified 
Sea-Scattering  Services  *  Low-Cost  Funerals 
Our  Neptune  Society  Guaranteed  Trust  Plan 
Protects  Your  Survivors  Emotionally  and  Financially. 


Please  phone  or  write,  to  request  our  free  brochure . 

In  San  Francisco 

2740  Hyde  Street,  Suite  100  San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

(415)  771-0717 


CITY 


Restaurant  &  Antipasti  Bar 


‘Locals’  receive  a  10%  discount 
for  lunch  or  brunch 

Lunch  from  1 1 :30  -  4:00  Mon-  Sat 
Dinner  5:00  -  1 1 :00  Sun  -  Thurs 
5:00  -  12:00  am  Fri  &  Sat 
Sunday  Brunch  10:30-3:00 


673  Union  Street,  San  Francisco,  415-434-2900 


Web  Site  www.overmire.com/thd. 

That's  Us!  Pete  Overmire  (989-3945),  a  longtime 
THDer  and  former  officer  has  set  up  this  exclu¬ 
sive  site  for  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers.  Access  it  to 
see  the  sensational  look  he  has  created,  impres¬ 
sive  to  local  and  international  browsers  alike. 

Lend  him  photographs  and  graphics  relevant  to 
the  Hill  that  he  can  scan  in.  Call  or  e-mail  infor¬ 
mation  about  upcoming  meetings  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  at  City  agencies,  and  ideas  and  concerns 
you  want  the  rest  of  us  to  know  about  between 
Semaphores. 


CM 


10  3  1  Ka 


RESTAURANT  -  BAR 

AM  Niptt 

ltd  AfcUs  f/onre 

arny  434-1308 


"RECYCLE"  YOUR  CHRISTMAS  CARDS 


Recycling  is  the  smart  thing  to  do  these  days, 
and  lots  of  things  can  now  be  recycled. ..but  not 
Christmas  cards.  Recyclers  won't  accept  them 
because  of  the  variations  in  paper  and  ink. 

There  is  a  way,  however,  you  can  put  your 
Christmas  cards  to  good  use.  Jack  Early  of  All- 
Year  Christmas  Cheer  has  a  program  he  calls  the 
"Recycling  of  Christmas  Spirit".  For  more  than 
30  years  he  and  thousands  of  people  throughout 
the  country  have  sent  millions  of  used 
Christmas  cards  to  missionaries  of  all  faiths, 
orphanages,  hospitals  and  schools  all  over  the 
world.  They  remake  them.  Jack  explained,  and 


use  them  for  religious  purposes,  teaching  and 
decorations.  In  some  cases  they  sell  them  for 
charitable  causes. 

Early  now  has  more  than  400  recipients  all 
over  the  world.  He  will  gladly  send  addresses, 
mailing  instructions  and  postal  rates  if  you  send 
a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to  Jack 
Early,  All-Year  Christmas  Cheer,  134  Pfeiffer 
Street,  Alcatraz  Heights,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94133.  AYCC  is  a  non-profit,  non-sectarian 
activity.  Jack  says,  "It's  amazing  how  much 
good  used  Christmas  cards  can  do.  It's  the 
nicest  "recycling"  you  can  do." 
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HOUSE  RABBIT,  PERFECT  PET 


By  Helen  von  Ammon 

One  rabbit  is  a  joy;  two  are  more 
fun.  BunBun,  my  third,  is  defi¬ 
nitely  the  last  bunny  to  join  the 
Little  Fur  Factory  already  hous¬ 
ing  Chandon  and  Pooff.  All 
three  are  pedigreed  English 
angora  females.  The  reason  I 
began  living  with  rabbits  is  that  I 
need  a  renewable  source  of  luxu¬ 
rious  fur  for  the  handspun,  one- 
of-a-kind  garments  that  I  make. 

Each  rabbit  enjoys  her  own  pent¬ 
house  bundominium  of  large 
wire  cages  stacked  three  high  on 
my  north  deck.  These  metal 
cages  are  protected  on  all  sides 
by  a  built-to-order  wooden  shell. 
Wheels  on  the  bottom  allow 
shell  removal  for  thorough  cage 
cleaning.  Pans  beneath  each 
cage  are  cleaned  daily. 
(Incidentally,  rabbit  droppings 
are  wonderful  plant  fertilizer.)  A 
large  window  on  the  back  panel 
provides  a  stunning  rabbit's-eye 
view  of  Telly  Hill,  without  direct 
sunlight  or  wind.  One  side  of  the 
wooden  enclosure  faces  the  slid¬ 


ing  glass  door  of  my  apartment 
with  full  access  to  and  observa¬ 
tion  of  my  lagomorph  ladies. 

The  bunnies  enjoy  doorwoman 
and  round-the-clock  lift  service 
(no  tips  or  Christmas  bonus 
required),  partial  carpeting, 
recreational  facilities,  daily 
social  club,  two  meals  a  day  with 
fresh  water,  and  free  maid  ser¬ 
vice.  All  four  of  us  enjoy  happy 
hour  with  cuddling,  grooming 
and,  most  important,  TREATS. 
Each  recognizes  her  name  and 
begs  greedily  by  placing  front 
paws  on  my  knee.  Preferred 
treats  are  banana  slices  with 
skins  and  carrots  with  green 
tops.  They'll  reluctantly  settle 
for  broccoli,  and  will  kill  for  a 
cube  of  hard  sourdough  bread. 

Playtime:  Dominant  indepen¬ 
dent  and  opinionated  Chandon 
leaps  from  her  first  floor  luxury 
suite.  Pooff  and  BunBun  wait 
to  be  lifted  out  of  their  second 
and  third  floor  quarters.  After 
several  months  of  repairing  or 
replacing  cords  to  telephones 


and  lamps,  I  realized  it  was  not 
feasible  to  rabbit-proof  my 
entire  apartment  to  placate  my 
chewing  cherubs.  Earlier,  I  had 
replaced  wall-to-wall  carpets 
with  hardwood  floors.  Since 
playtime  is  all  about  chasing 
and  grooming  each  other,  I 
envisioned  skidding  rabbits 
with  busted  legs,  and  maybe 
mine  as  well,  when  I  dash  to 
catch  an  escapee  in  a  No 
Rabbits  area.  I  told  them.  "I 
have  reached  an  uncontroversial 
conclusion  -  take  it  or  leave  it. 
The  kitchen  is  the  only  room 
free  of  accessible  tempting 
cords.  While  I  am  preparing  a 
meal  in  the  kitchen,  we  will 
share  the  area.”  My  hopping 
haystacks  happily  adjusted  to 
this  pre-prandial  family  play¬ 
time. 

Before  you  ask  the  inevitable 
question— NO,  I  DO  NOT  KILL 
THE  RABBITS  to  get  their  fur. 
You'll  have  to  wait  for  the  next 
installment  of  House  Rabbit, 
Perfect  Pet,  to  learn  how  I  col¬ 
lect  rabbit  fur.  ■ 


OF  COUNSEL  TO 
SPIEGEL  LIAO  8c  KAGAY 


Bartholomew  Lee 

ATTO RNEY  AT  LAW 


TELEPHONE 
(415)  ©56-5050 

68  KEARNY  ST.,  SUITE  1310  FACSIMILE 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  04108-5530  (-415)  3021-431 


CHARLES 

jgkk 

HAMMOND 

■■ 

CLEANING 

GARDENING 

DECORATING 

ORGANIZING 

CLOSETS 

OFFICES 

ODDS  AND  ENDS 

415  431-1579 
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FRED  KUH  WILL  BE  MISSED 

We  have  missed  him  since  the  80s  when 
he  left  the  neighborhood.  Fred  died 
unexpectedly  in  St.  Helena  last  month. 
A  gathering  of  friends  packed  the  Bocce 
Cafe  November  12  to  swap  stories  about 
this  colorful  and  generous  man  who  did 
things  his  way.  The  Bocce  was  original¬ 
ly  the  famous  Old  Spaghetti  Factory; 
the  site  of  countless  First  dates,  where 
furniture  hanging  from  the  ceiling 
started  conversations,  and  good  cheap 
pasta  and  red  wine  kept  coming. 

Calling  himself  a  "Bohemian  business¬ 
man"  during  the  beat-era,  Fred  operat¬ 
ed  bars  and  restaurants  in  North  Beach 
for  more  than  30  years,  including  the 
Savoy  Tivoli  on  Grant  Avenue  where  he 
helped  young  performers  put  on  a  little 
show  called  Beach  Blanket  Babylon. 

Former  employees  remember  lavish 
Thanksgiving  dinners  as  Fred's  guests. 
Locals  still  bless  his  gift  for  life  that 
made  us  laugh,  take  up  with  the  wrong 
people  and  generally  have  a  good  time 
at  a  time  when  poetic  license  defined 
North  Beach. 


YOUR  CHECK  CAN  SAVE  BILL 
BAILEY  S  COTTAGE 

The  little  green  cottage  under  Coit  Tower  near  the 
top  of  Filbert  Street's  west  steps  faces  one  of  two 
destinies.  It  will  be  demolished,  along  with  three 
other  old  wood  homes  the  Hill  is  losing  to  devel¬ 
opment  of  a  16,000  square  foot  condominium.  Or, 
it  can  be  relocated  nearby  for  continued  use  as  a 
permanent  museum.  The  developers  will  match 
funds  contributed  by  the  neighborhood  to  pay  mov¬ 
ing  costs,  provided  donations  reach  $15,000.  An 
anonymous  donor  will  contribute  $5,000  if  we  raise 
$10,000.  We  still  need  $4,500.  The  building  permit 
has  been  issued  and  demolition  is  on  a  fast  track. 
Our  money  must  be  "in  hand"  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

The  cottage  is  an  example  of  Telegraph  Hill's  post- 
1906  housing.  It's  called  a  Working  Class 
Landmark  because  long  before  this  was  an 
upscale  neighborhood,  dwellings  like  this  were  all 
the  home  that  people  like  Bill  and  working  class 
families  could  afford.  Cottages  that  prevailed  on  the 
Hill  are  vanishing,  replaced  by  condos  in  which  Bill 
Bailey,  a  son  of  Irish  immigrants  born  into  poverty, 
would  have  been  an  unlikely  resident.  Bailey  was 
a  rank-and-file  union  leader  for  seamen  and  long¬ 
shoremen  whose  memorial  service  at  the  ILWU  hall 
was  packed  with  dignitaries,  politicians,  and  work¬ 
ing  stiffs  who  acknowledged  the  lifetime  of  risks 
this  outspoken  local  hero  took  on  their  behalf. 

Make  checks  in  any  amount  payable  to  S.  F. 
Foundation  C.  I.  F.  (Community  Initiative  Fund). 
Mail  to  The  S.  F.  Foundation,  685  Market  St.,  Suite 
910,  SF,  CA  94105.  For  more  information  call 
THD's  hotline,  255-6799  or  Joe  Butler,  776-9416. 
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THD  Committees 

You  can  make  a  difference! 
Join  one  of  THD's  committees, 
meet  and  work  with  your  fel¬ 
low  Hill  Dwellers  to  improve 
life  on  the  Hill. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES 

Crime  Prevention.  Co-chairs 
Richard  Johnson,  445-9902. 
Nancy  Lenvin,  397-6424. 
Organizes  S.A.F.E.  neighbor¬ 
hood  watch  groups  and  works 
with  Police  Department  on 
local  crime  problems. 
Participates  in  Police 
Community  Relations. 

H.A.L.O.  Art  Chang,  331- 
9595  x  733.  Focuses  on  the 
History,  Art,  Landmarks  and 
Organizations  that  tell,  show, 
demonstrate  and  create  the 
story  of  our  neighborhood. 

N.I.C.E.  Dawne  Bernhardt, 
982-3314.  Creates  neighbor¬ 
hood  projects  that  Improve, 
Conserve,  Enhance  the  Hill. 
Work  parties  plant,  clean, 
beautify.  N.I.C.E.  Awards 
recognize  "People  Who  Make 
A  Difference." 

N.E.R.T.  June  Fraps,  392- 
1187.  Energizes  members  to 
take  emergency  disaster 
response  training  program 
sponsored  by  the  City. 


Need  You... 

Neighborhood  Liaison.  Sue 

Cauthen,  391-0737. 

Represents  THD  at  Coalition 
for  SF  Neighborhoods,  a  city¬ 
wide  organization  that  meets 
monthly  to  interact  with  other 
neighborhoods  to  discuss  com¬ 
mon  problems. 

Parking  and  Traffic.  Sheila 
Black,  398-7090.  Represents 
THD  before  City  agencies  on 
traffic  control,  curb  markings 
and  Muni  service,  cooperating 
with  other  neighborhood 
groups. 

Pioneer  Park  Improvement 
Project.  Howard  Wong,  982- 
5055.  Its  goal  is  to  increase 
useability  of  the  Park's  open 
space  and  to  improve  accessi¬ 
bility  and  safety  through  plan¬ 
ning,  work  parties  and 
fundraising. 

Planning  and  Zoning.  Co¬ 
chairs  Aaron  Peskin  986-7014 
and  Nancy  Shanahan  986- 
7070.  Monitors  and  reviews 
proposed  development  projects 
for  consistency  with  applicable 
city  ordinances.  Works  with 
Planning  Department  staff  and 
represents  THD  before  the 
Landmarks  Board,  Planning 
Commission,  Zoning 
Administrator  and  other  city 
bodies  to  protect  historic 
resources  and  maintain  neigh¬ 
borhood  character.  Provides 
members  with  opportunities  to 


learn  more  about  and  partici¬ 
pate  in  planning  and  zoning 

issues. 

Waterfront.  Bob  Tibbits,  986- 
7227.  Monitors  new  develop¬ 
ment  projects  for  commercial 
and  recreational  activities  as 
they  are  processed  by  the  Port 
Commission,  Planning 
Department  and  SF  Bay 
Conservation  and  Development 
Commission. 

Administration.  Clyde 
Steiner,  398-8093.  Works  with 
President  to  confirm  organiza¬ 
tion's  compliance  with  THD 
bylaws. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Budget.  Paul  Switzer,  788- 
8667.  As  prescribed  in  bylaws 
for  Treasurer. 

Membership.  June  Fraps, 
392-1187.  As  prescribed  in 
bylaws  for  Financial  Secretary. 

Program.  Co-chairs  Billie 
Atlas,  433-1634;  Terry 
Bertrand,  981-3514.  Arranges 
social  events,  including  quar¬ 
terly  membership  meetings  and 
get-acquainted  social  functions. 

Semaphore.  Patricia  Cady, 
397-2175.  The  editor  and  staff 
produce  a  quarterly  magazine 
for  THD  members. 
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San  Francisco’s 


“WHEN  I  FOUND  THE  SAN  REMO  I  KNEW 
I  HAD  STRUCK  GOLD.” 

Susan  Spano,  New  York  Times 

“YOU  CAN  COUNT  ON  THE  FRIENDLY,  BILINGUAL, 
CITY  SAVVY  STAFF  AT  THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL.” 

Northern  California  Best  Places  -  1995-96 

“SAN  REMO  IS  A  LITTLE  CHARMER.” 

Tire  Women’s  Travel  Guide 

“THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  A  GREAT  PLACE  FOR 
SINGLE  TRAVELERS  TO  FEEL  AT  HOME.” 

Mary  Forgione,  LA  Daily  News 

“SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  TIDY  AND  ENDEARING.” 

San  Francisco’s  Top  10  Hotels,  LA  Times 

“THIS  PLACE  IS  PERFECT!” 

Postcard  from  Faye  of  Half  Moon  Bay 


Best  Kept  Secret 


♦  1 906  Historic  Hotel 

"*■  Charming  European  Style  Pensione 

♦  Near  Fisherman’s  Wharf  and  North  Beach 

♦  $45  to  $65  Nightly  ♦  1  Block  to  Cable  Cars 


2237  Mason  Street  Near  Chestnut  ♦  (800)  352-REMO  ♦  (415)  776-8688 
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THD  CALENDAR 

•  1  st  Saturday  Stair  &  Garden  Work  Parties.  January  3, 
February  7.  Meet  at  Pioneer  Park.  For  more  information 
call  391-9919. 

•  Sunday,  December  14,  Holiday  Party  at  Julius  Castle. 
Invitations  will  be  mailed. 

•  Sunday,  December  21,  5:30-7:30  pm.  Christmas  Sing-a- 
Long.  Meet  at  Washington  Square,  corner  of  Stockton  and 
Filbert. 

•  Saturday,  February  28,  10  am.  Town  Hall  meeting  with 
Mayor  Willie  Brown.  SS  Peter  &  Paul  Parish  Hall 

Monthly  Committee  Meetings 

Planning  <&  Zoning :  Last  Wednesdays.  Call  for  time  and 
location  986-7070. 

N.I.C.E.  Committee.  First  Tuesdays.  Call  for  time  and 
location.  982-3314. 

Parking  &  Traffic :  Second  Saturdays  at  1 1  AM  at 
Little  City  Restaurant,  Union  and  Powell  Streets. 

The  Coalition  for  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  meets  3rd 
Tuesdays.  Call  for  time  and  location.  391-0737. 


